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Smartmom's 
kids: Write 
is so wrong 

S martmom’s kids hate her Brooklyn Paper column and 
they want her to stop writing about them. Now. Cease 
and desist. 

The Oh So Feisty One and Teen Spirit have had it: They don’t 
want their lives plastered across the pages of Brooklyn’s real news- 
paper anymore. 

Teen Spirit has 
hated the column 
for ages. 

“Lies, all lies,” he 
hassaidfromtimeto 
time. Now, he doesn’t 
even read it. Smart- 
mom overheard him 
on the phone recently 
telling a friend: 

“Please do not mention my mother’s column to me. Ever.” 

For a long time, OSFO has enjoyed being mentioned in the 
column. She loved the one about her Build-a-Bears and the 
pictures of her and her friends with their Build-a-Bears in the 
playground at PS 321. 

But more recently she was miffed about the Turquoise Tur- 
moil column — and the fact that her picture was on the front 
page didn’t help matters. OSFO was so mad that she wrote a 
comment to the Brooklyn Paper’s online edition: “TFIIS IS 
NOT HOW IT WENT AT ALL!!!!!!!!!” 

See SMARTMOM on page 8 



aMARTJIOtl 


y Louise Crawford 


‘PARK’ PLAN 
COLLAPSING 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Hundreds of luxury apart- 
ments that were slated to be built 
inside the controversial Brook- 
lyn Bridge Park as a scheme 
to generate revenue to main- 
tain the open space have been 
delayed — the latest threat to 
the financial well being of the 
long-stalled project. 

The apartments, part of a 
scheme to generate revenue 
for the upkeep of open space 
within tne development, are the 
second key funding component 


sidelinedin as many weeks. 

The shelving of the market- 

near the Atlantic Avenue and 
Old Fulton Street entrances to 
the 85-acre site. 

The news comes one week 
after The Brooklyn Paper re- 
ported that development plan- 
ners had postponed a 225 -bed, 
revenue-generating hotel that 
had been planned for Pier 1. 

The cutback in apartment 
and hotel units — which were 
included in the 1.3-mile-long 
development project in order 
See CONDOS on page 9 



Obama inspires Brooklyn 



THE KID 


John Fecunda, third grader at PS 11 in Clinton Hill 

"Before, when Bush was president, I thought I could never be president. But on Election Day, 
2008, history was made. To me, 'Yes we can' means we can make schools a better place to learn. 
We can turn around our economic crisis. We can change the world. Obama's election journey 
tought me that a black male can do what a white male can do. And one day, I could become presi- 
dent. I could really become president. Obama inspires me and gives me hope." 


The Brooklyn Paper 

From a packed assembly at a Clinton Hill elemen- 
tary school to a full crowd at Borough Hall even to the 
apartment of a John McCain supporter, Brooklyn lived 
up to its adopted name — Baracklyn — on Tuesday, 
cheering as Barack Obama finally received his new ti- 
tle: president of the United States. 

The county that gave President Obama more than 80 
percent of its votes back in November turned almost en- 
tirely to blue, at least during the new Leader of the Free 
World’s inaugural address. 

Borough President Markowitz threw open Borough 
Hall, and the crowd of more than 100 was so jazzed 
about the new president that people rose to their feet 
when inauguration MC Sen. Dianne Feinstein asked 
the audience — she meant the one in DC! — to rise. 

There were boos when Vice President Cheney was 
wheeled out minutes before Obama’s swearing-in. But 
Cheney’s eerie appearance was the only somber note 
for the crowd. There were wet eyes — and a few snif- 
fles — as Obama raised his right hand, and a deafen- 
ing cheer as Supreme Court Chief Justice John Roberts 
finished the ritual of Obama’s presidential oath. 

Through it all, Markowitz watched from the front 
row, beaming at Obama, though he had supported Hil- 
lary Clinton during the primary season. 

Meanwhile, at Front Street Pizza in DUMBO, every- 
one applauded when Obama finished the mangled oath 
of office with the words, “. . .so help me God,” includ- 
ing eight first-grade boys whose teachers had brought 
them to the pizzeria for the greasy civics lesson. 

The boys — Hispanic and African-Americans, all 
— fell over each other in excitement. 

“I want to be Obama!” cried one 7-year-old. 

“I want to be Obama’s brother! ” said a 6-year old, men- 
tioning that the new president has a lot on his plate. 

See OBAMAMANIA on page 11 


Is Nathan’s a dog goner? 

City plan could replace Coney's iconic hot dog stand 



Nathan's Famous hot dog stand has been on Surf 
Avenue since 1916. Its future is in doubt. 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The iconic Nathan’s hot 
dog stand, which has been 
in Coney Island since 1916, 
has emerged as the test case 
in the city’s quest to spur a 
renaissance in the People’s 
Playground by rezoning the 
limping area. 

The frankfurter Mecca, at 


the corner of Stillwell and 
Surf avenues, lies within a 
proposed entertainment dis- 
trict of new hotels , restaurants 

and bowling alleys. A prodi- 
gious city study released late 
last week and first reported by 
The Brooklyn Paper said that 
if the rezoning goes through 
as the city hopes, Nathan’s 


would likely “be replaced . . . 
with a new building, contain- 
ing hotel, amusement, retail 
and enhancing uses.” 

A news story on Brook- 
lynPaper.com on Monday un- 
leashed a chain reaction — 
Nathan’s officials affirmed 
their commitment to their 
historic location and govern- 
ment authorities expressed 
their hope that the hot dog 
king will continue to reign 
over Coney Island, despite a 
rezoning plan that encour- 
ages the demolition and re- 
development of the site. 

Statements by the city and 
Nathan’s CEO Eric Gatoff 
on Tuesday did not rule out 
that the squat building with 
screaming signage would be 
replaced by something new 
when the rezoning raises the 
value of the land on which 
Nathan’s sits. 

“We remain committed to 
Coney Island in the long-term 
and we fully intend to main- 
tain our historic flagship res- 
taurant at 1310 Surf Avenue,” 
Gatoff said. “We believe the 
information relating to Na- 
than’s Famous [being rede- 
veloped] is being misinter- 
preted.” 

Officials from the city 
meanwhile hope Nathan’s 
will redevelop its site by 
adding such elements as a 
catering hall, sit-down res- 
taurant or even a weiner-re- 
lated theme-park ride. 

“Nathan’s is one of Co- 
ney Island’s treasured assets 
and its continued success in 
its current location is abso- 
lutely a part of the admin- 
See NATHANS on page 9 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


City Coney plan 
is full of holes 

By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Mayor Bloomberg’s plan to restore vitality to Co- 
ney Island with gleaming new rides, hotels and attrac- 
tions and thousands of apartments on desolate blocks 
looks good on paper, but the effort to succeed where 
at least four previous mayors failed raises more ques- 
tions than it answers. 

For one thing, how much will it cost? 

City officials simply won’t say, and there’s not a 
word about the hundreds of millions in taxpayer dollars 
that would be required to jumpstart — not complete, 
mind you, but just to begin — the mayor’s plan. 

The framework for saving Coney Island has been 
in the works for five years but was finally released in 
full this week. In the main zone, an area dubbed “Co- 
ney East” and bounded by the Boardwalk, Surf Ave- 
nue, Keyspan Park and the landmark Cyclone roller 
coaster, city zoning changes would create anine-acre, 
city-owned (but privately operated) outdoor theme 
park along the Boardwalk, plus a larger adjacent area 
for open-air and year-round amusements. 

In this all-year zone, private developers could also 

See CONEY PLAN on page 9 



Park Slope author Joshua Henkin (he's the man) will read and discuss his 
work with any book group that asks. 


Ace of clubs! 


Slope author will visit your book group 


By Zeke Faux 

for The Brooklyn Paper- 

Call him the anti-Salinger. Call him a 
shameless self-promoter. Hey, just call him 
— he’ll show up at your book club! 

Two cross-country tours in the past year 
and a half weren’t enough for Park Slope 
writer JoshuaHenkin — he’s also insinuated 
himself into more than 80 book groups to 
discuss his second novel, “Matrimony.” 
And he’s not just looking to sell books or 
get a free meal (though, let’s face it, a meal 
would be nice) — Henkin will travel up to 
two hours to talk to a book group just be- 
cause he thinks it’s what writers should do. 

“Writers should want readers,” said Hen- 
kin, who also speaks to groups via Web 
cams (it’s like he’s really there — and you 
don’t have to feed him!). 

In the not-so-distant past, a deal with a 


reputable publisher (Random House) and 
glowing reviews from the Times (“a like- 
able, lifelike book”) and The Brooklyn Pa- 
per (“Wow, really good! ”) would have been 
enough to keep a novelist supplied with 
cigarettes and espresso. 

But “the old models are changing,” ex- 
plained Henkin. “Prestige doesn’t sell books 
anymore, and if you want to keep publish- 
ing these days, you need good sales.” 
Fortunately, Henkin’s unaffected tale 
of a would-be writer’s winding path to do- 
mestic harmony has resonated with reading 
groups, which are overwhelmingly com- 
prised of middle-aged females. 

And it helps that, unlike some writers 
(and, yes, we’re talking about Slope neigh- 
bor Jonathan Safran Foer), Henkin isn’t 
afraid to demystify his work, even though 
See HENKIN on page 11 
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TAKE OLD MAN WINTER 
FOR A RIDE. 


The front-wheel drive MINI Cooper S with standard Dynamic Stability Control 
(DSC) for added traction, four-channel anitilock brakes and standard heated seats 
is the perfect companion for playing in the snow all winter long. 


MINI OF MANHATTAN 


555 W 57th St 

New York NY 10019-2925 

(212) 586-6464 


MININYC.COM 


Marty to CB2: 
Drink liberally 


By Zeke Faux 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Does Community Board 
2 have an alcohol problem? 

It certainly seems that 
way to Brooklyn’s pre-emi- 
nent foodie. Borough Presi- 
dent Markowitz. 

With theBrooklyn Heights, 
DUMBO, Fort Greene and 
Boerum Hill board’s health, 
environment and social ser- 
vices committee’s set to dis- 
approve yet another liquor li- 
cense on Jan. 7 — a vote that 
came one month after another 
high-profile booze license re- 
quest by politically connected 
restaurateur Buzzy O’Keefe 
was denied by the same panel 
— CB2 Chairman John Dew 
personally delivered a mes- 
sage from Markowitz that the 
panel should take a more lib- 
eral approach to drinking. 

“The borough president 
asked us to be mindful of 
that and to take into consid- 
eration that it’s very common 
to also serve alcohol at a res- 
taurant,” Dew said. 

Alocal community board’s 
approval of a liquor license is 
not essential, as the board’s 
vote becomes only a recom- 
mendation to the all-power- 
ful State Liquor Authority. 

That said, CB2, unlike other 
areaboards, calls in each new 
license seeker for a grilling, 
a process that often involves 
lawyers and lobbyists. 

The board has turned down 
four of its last 20 new appli- 
cants, statistics show. Mean- 
while,other community boards 
inbooze-lovingneighborhoods 
are more supportive. 

Community Board 6, 
which represents Park Slope, 
Carroll Gardens, Cobble Hill 
and Red Hook, and Commu- 



Community Board 2 
turned down Dema Bale- 
demic's request for a 
liquor license. 


nity Board 10, which covers 
Bay Ridge, generally just of- 
fer advice to would-be res- 
taurateurs. Applicants in 
Williamsburg’s Community 
Board 1 often bring repre- 
sentation, but none of those 
boards has rejected a new ap- 
plicant who appeared in per- 
son in the past two months. 

The Liquor Authority has 
over-ruled CB2 in two recent 
cases, but that doesn’t make 
the process any less onerous 
for entrepreneurs. 

“We’re taking a risk and 
spending money,” said Dema 
Baledemic, whose proposed 
trattoria — already months 
into construction — faces 
CB2 opposition. “What if 
a steady customer wants a 
Sambuca or a limoncello?” 

CB2 chairman Dew de- 
nied that the board has neo- 
Prohibitionistoranti-business 
leanings. 

“They are not opposed to 
bars in general, but there is al- 
ways a concern that bars will 
cause more problems for the 
surrounding residents,” Dew 
told The Brooklyn Paper. 


Circuit City is 
86'd in Ridge 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Bay Ridge’s booming 
86th Street is about to be 
unplugged. 

In what will be the big- 
gest retail closure to hit Bay 
Ridge since the Key Food su- 
permarket shut its doors in 
May, the electronics super- 
store Circuit City — which 
opened its two-story location 
at the corner of 86th Street 
and Fifth Avenue only three 
years ago — is going out of 
business. 

Thanks to the tanking 
economy, all 567 Circuit City 
stores nationwide, including 
another Brooklyn location in 
the Bruce Ratner-owned At- 
lantic Center Mall, will close 
by March, leaving approxi- 
mately 34,000 unemployed 
— 40 to 50 of them in Bay 
Ridge. 

“Due to challenges to our 
business and the continued 
bleak economic environment. 
Circuit City is going out of 
business and the company’s 
assets will be liquidated to 
pay off creditors,” read ames- 
sage on the electronics pur- 
veyor’s Web site. “The pro- 
cess was extremely difficult 
and we were left with no other 
choice but to liquidate.” 

The selloff has already 
started at the 86th Street 


location, but just how long 
it will stay open is anyone’s 
guess. 

“We’ll be open until the 
inventory sells out,” one em- 
ployee told The Brooklyn Pa- 
per. “How am I supposed to 
know when that will be?” 

When Circuit City opened 
on the bustling commer- 
cial stretch in 2006, Ridg- 
ites cheered its arrival, said 
Community Board 10 District 
Manager Josephine Beck- 
mann. Now they’re mourn- 
ing its departure. 

“That site where Circuit 
City is currently housed was 
vacant for a very long time 
before Circuit City came in,” 
Beckmann said. “It was re- 
ally to the great joy of the 
community that they invested 
here in 86th Street, and they 
will be very missed.” 

The pending closure of 
Circuit City and the recent 
shuttering of KB Toys, 86th 
Street — which commands 
the highest rents per square 
foot in the borough — will 
hurt, John Logue, president of 
the 86th Street Business Im- 
provement District, added. 

“What’s scary now is just 
how light the foot traffic has 
gotten on 86th Street since 
the first of the year,” Logue 
said. “It certainly doesn’t 
bode well.” 


HOW BROOKLYN CARES FOR KIDS. 


The Brooklyn 
Hospital Center 
offers your kids 
fast emergency 
care close to home. 



Religious 

Services 


PARK SLOPE JEWISH CENTER 


Zion Lutheran Church 

I 1 I M I, I I liiir i’.Hyn Hi 

71 8^^^w^^k.org 


Wed. 7:30 pm Evening Prayer 


m CHRI T'S CHURCH FOR 

BROOKLYN 


Whether it’s a bruise, bee sting, bug bite or bump, 
your kids will get the highest quality pediatric 
emergency treatment fast - and close to home - 
at The Brooklyn Hospital Center. Our Emergency 
room doctors work together with a full range of 
pediatric specialists, blending caring and cultural 
sensitivity with advanced medical technology. 
When it comes to emergency pediatric care, you 
have a choice. Choose the close alternative — 
The Brooklyn Hospital Center. 


RAPID 

Mtim 

Get expedited 
carewhen your 
doctor lets us 
know you’re 
coming. 
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B’nai Avraham 
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Shabbat Va'eira 
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121 DEKALB AVE • BROOKLYN • 
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PEDIATRIC 

EMERGENCY CARE AT 


The Brooklyn 
Hospital Center 


How Brooklyn stays healthy. 











rWINTER IS HERE 

STOCK UP ON WINTER GEAR 
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AMERICAN 
HOUSEWARES 

__ . . WITH THIS AD 

85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn 
Open 7 Days A Week • BUB • 1718) 243-0844 
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BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 


Death claims two 


for her dogs Holly and Gypsy. 
“I remember when I bought 
my second dog, not long af- 
my first dog died, Serena 
re me a St. Francis of Assisi 
medallion to put on her collar. 
Wasn’t that sweet? That’s just 
the kind of person she was.” 
If Demetropoulos and her 
co-worker William Johnson, 


IF WE WERE CRASS ENOUGH TO HAVE A 

BARACK OBAMA 
BLEND 

it would combine our exquisitely balanced 
Kenya A.A. with estate grown Hawaiian 
Kona, a coffee with a mellow, straight- 
forward character and good body. 

But of course, we wouldn’t even think 
of doing such a thing... 

TWO FOR THE POT 

200 CLINTON ST. AT ATLANTIC AVENUE 



20 % 


All Vitamins 

New Chapter, NOW, Solgar and More 


Brooklyn Doe House 

1 J daycare 8 boarding 

/V A 718 222-4900 

^ « 7am-lOpm weekdays, 9am-lOpm weekends 

C 


daycare 8 boarding 

>-4900 

yam-lOpm weekdays, 9 am-lOpm weekends 

2 supervised playgrounds - fun 6 SAFE 
wed cams -watch your doj play 
curbside pick up and drop off 
air-conditioned / sprinkiered building 
individual attention 

multi-pet t long-term boarding discounts 

327 Douglass (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndogbouse.com 







BAY RIDGE 



'Green’ school greenlighted 


CLINTON HILL 
ANIMAL CLINIC 

Announces its new location 
at 476 Myrtle Avenue 

between Washington Ave. & Hall St. 

(718)623-3999 

We will be open as of Saturday, Jan 17 

Dr. Pamella Dendtler 
Dr. Monica Johnson 

CLINIC HOURS: 

9am-7pm Mon-Fri • 9am-5pm Sat 
Closed Sun 


tween the congregation and neighbor- 
hood preservationists who sought to 
green-toned building — as 
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condominiums on the site, but in De- at the center of a 


PARK SLOPE 


Hospital faces critics 


sometimes unavoidable and 
always unpredictable. 

“There’s no way to know 
for sure when you’ll be seen,” 

, . , . . * _ ... __ „ , said ER director Josef Schen- 

Angry parents meet with NY Methodist ker, who explained that the 

hospital tries to attend to pa- 

for The Brooklyn Paper night — and even the harsh- “We want to get the same tients in order, but that urgent 


m FREE Apple Diagnostic! 

The Mac Support Store 

Brooklyn's First Apple Authorized Repair Shop! 
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invited angry stroller-push- The hospital said it is also trician before bringing tykes they’re putting in could ad- 
ers to air their grievances in a hiring a new nurse to handle to the hospital, to avoid the dress the issues.” 
publicmeetingon Wednesday minor injuries. long ER waits which are — Zeke Faux 


FORT GREENE 


BAM! Academy seeks big bucks 


Mac and iPod Repair Data Recovery New Macs for sale 
168 7* Street and 3 rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11215 
718-312-8341 
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That’s a heck of a goal. 

“We are usually pretty successful 
with our fundraising,” Alan Fishman, 
chairman of the BAM Board of Trust- 

lUtKMP 
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ing their belts or shuttering their facilities 

effort might make it easier foH BAM to 



BEER DISTRIBUTORS 




Premium Domestic 
& Imported Beers 

969 3rd Avenue 

(□I 37 St., across from Costco) 

Sunset Park 

Open Mon-Sat 
We Deliver 


( 718 ) 788-8000 

www.sunsetbeer.com 
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Thief snacks on (liner’s bag 



• Local & Long Distance Services 

,. T . . Atlantic City. 

Airport Transportation Foxwoodand 

• Medical Pickup & Drop Off Mohegan Sun 


Myiilf 


24 Hour Door-to-Door Service 

m 

(718)230-8100 

www.myrtlecarservice.com 


unique, whimsical clothing for the whole family 
designed in the traditional batik wax $■ dye method 



Harbor Motor Inn 



iff Exit 5 on the Belt 
Parkway, B6 bus stops in 
front) 


Harbor Motor Inn 
1730 Shore Parkway 
(between Bay Parkway & 26th Avenue) 
Phone: (718) 946-9200 


Brooklyn Heights-DUMBO 
Boerum Hill-Downtown 

A perp stole a woman’s 
purse as she was eating din- 
ner at a popular Flatbush Av- 
enue Extension restaurant fa- 
mous for its rich dessert on 
Jan. 12. 

The woman told cops she 
was enjoying a meal at around 
6:45 pm, when she placed her 
purse on an empty chair at the 
table. But when she reached 
down to pay for the bill, the 
purse was gone. 

Pocketed 

A perp stole a man’s wallet 
along Fulton Street onJan. 16 
in a classic bump-and-grab 

The victim, who was 
walking between Duffield 
and Hoyt streets just after 
2 pm when he heard someone 
asked him a question. Just as 
he paused, he felt a bump on 
his right side. But by the time 
the victim turned around, he 
realized his wallet was miss- 
ing from his pocket. 

Cops are reviewing surveil- 
lance tape from the area. 

Dumb-o 

A punk stole a DUMBO 
woman’s car on Jan. 17, after 
she parked it with the keys 
inside. 

around 7:30 pm, and parked 
her car at the corner of Pearl 
and Front streets. She went 
around the comer to her apart- 
ment, but realized that she’d 
left her keys in the car. 

It was gone by the time 
she got back. 

Crack-berry 

Athief grabbed a woman’s 
cellphone as she was exiting 
the subway station at Jay and 
Willoughby streets on Jan. 
15, cops said. 

The victim was walking 
up the stairs with her phone 
in her hand at around 2:15 
pm, when a man grabbed the 
phone. She tried to chase him, 
but he got away. 

— Sarah Portlock 


Fort Greene-Clinton Hill 

Yen for yen 

Athief burglarized aHan- 
son Place apartment while 
its resident took a wintry va- 
cation from Dec. 31 to Jan. 
4 and made off with 8,000 
Japanese yen — you know, 
about $89. 

Besides the currency from 
the land of the rising sun, the 
intruder stole a prized wrist- 


watch and two gift cards from 
the building between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street. 

Guitar anti-hero 

Jan. 10 was the day the 
music died in a Flatbush Av- 
enue music shop — because 
a villain stole some record- 
ing equipment. 

Sometime in the morning, 
a minstrel brazenly walked 
out the front door, lugging 
two expensive music record- 
ing devices with him from 
the shop in the Brace Ratner- 
owned mall between Atlantic 
Avenue and Hanson Place. 

Key to problem 

Leaving the keys in the ig- 
nition of a sports utility vehi- 
cle made it easy for a thief to 
drive off with the car parked 
on Flushing Avenue on Jan. 
10. — Mike McLaughlin 


POLICE BLOTTER pQ 

Find more online every Wednesday at 

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter 


90TH PRECINCT ■ 76TH PRECINCT 


Greenpoint-Williamsburg 

Gun smack 

Two men jumped and 
robbed another man as he en- 
tered the lobby of his Sutton 
Street apartment building on 
Jan. 13. 

The38-year-old victim told 
cops that he walked through 
the front door to the building, 
between Driggs and Nassau 
avenues,ataround5:30pmand 
was attacked by two thugs. 

They took cash and a watch 
before hitting him in the fore- 
head with a handgun and run- 
ning away. 

Buck bum 

A man tricked and robbed 
a good Samaritan at gunpoint 
as he walked down Wood- 
point Road on Jan. 17. 

The victim, 41 , said he was 
walking home at around 11 
pm when a man approached 
him at the corner of Jack- 
son Street and asked to bor- 
row a dollar. When the vic- 
tim pulled out his wallet, the 
thug pulled out a gun, pointed 
it at the victim and said, “Give 
it up, man.” 

The thief then grabbed the 
wallet, which contained var- 
ious debit and credit cards, 
and fled. 

Engert insult 

Someone burgled an Engert 
Avenue home on Jan. 12. 

The victim, 32, told po- 
lice he left the house, be- 
tween Graham Avenue and 
McGuinness Boulevard, at 
around 2 pm. When he re- 
turned just after 9 pm, he no- 
ticed his apartment door was 
wide open and various elec- 
tronics were missing from in- 
side. — Emily Lavin 


Williamsburg-Bushwick 

All wet 

Someone broke into a 
Meserole Street apartment 

the shower! — on Jan. 13. 

The 29-year-old victim 
told cops he was inside the 
apartment, between Bush- 
wick Place and Waterbury 
Street, at around 7 am. He 
stepped into the steaming 
stall and turned on music. 

When he stepped out of the 
shower a half-hour later, he 
found his front door wide open 
and realized his laptop had 
been taken out of his room. 

He is now favoring shorter 
showers. 

Swipetop 

Someone grabbed a wom- 
an’s laptop out of her South 
First Street apartment on Jan. 
13. 

The victim, 21 , told police 
that she was in her apartment, 
between Berry Street and 
Bedford Avenue, at around 
2:45 pm, when she left her 
computer on the table as she 
went to help her roommate 
carry luggage downstairs. 

When she returned, she re- 
alized she had left the door 
open, and noticed her laptop 
was gone from inside. 

Teen mug 

Two men cornered and 
robbed a teenage boy as he 
walked home on Broadway 
on Jan. 13. 

The 14-year-old victim was 
at the comer of Driggs Avenue 
at around 4:30 pm when the 
two thugs walked up to him 
and punched him, forcing him 
to the ground. While one of the 
men started kicking the vic- 
tim, the other reached down 
and grabbed his cellphone. 

Bushwick stab 

A dispute at a Bushwick 
Avenue bar turned violent 
when one man stabbed an- 
other man on Jan. 15. 

The 25-year-old victim told 
cops he got into an argument 
with a stranger at the bar earlier 
in the night. He left at around 
12:45 am and was standing at 
the comer of Boerum Street 
when the suspect walked up 
to him and slashed his face 
and arm with box cutter. 

— Emily Lavin 


Carroll Gardens 

Cobble Hill-Red Hook 

Mean streets 

A hooligan knocked a 
cyclist from his bike and 
mugged the grounded man 
near the comer of Baltic and 
Hoyt streets on Jan. 13. 

The victim, 25, said he 
was toppled at 10:45 pm and 
that the brigand slapped him 
in the face after he fell from 
the penny-farthing. The mug- 
ger allegedly took $70 and 
a cellphone. 

Unloading zone 

A plunderer stole the riches 
contained in a parked car on 
Hoyt Street on Jan. 10. 

The driver, a 46-year-old 
man, said he parked his ve- 
hicle at 6 am between Wyck- 
off and Warren streets and 
left it there until 2 pm. By 
that hour, a window had been 
smashed and his radio, a bat- 
tery for the transceiver, an- 
tenna, and four cameras were 
nicked from the auto. 

— Mike McLaughlin 


Park Slope 

Gonetops 

The neighborhood is in the 
midst of a spate of laptops 
thefts. Here’s a rundown: 

• A burglar broke into a 
St. John’s Place apartment on 
Jan. 12 and took two Dell lap- 
tops, each worth $1,200. A 
neighbor told cops that he saw 
someone enter the apartment, 
which is between Seventh and 
Eighth avenues, at 8:15 am. 

• Someone stole $2,000 
worth of electronics from an 
apartment on President Street 
on Jan. 12. The owner told 
cops that she left her apart- 
ment, which is between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues, at 
8:30 am. When she returned 
around midnight, she noticed 
that her laptop and two exter- 
nal hard drives were gone. 

• Someone forcedthe front 
door of an apartment of Sack- 
ett Street and stole a $1,500 
Apple on Jan. 15. The owner 
told cops that she left her apart- 
ment, which is betweenFourth 
and Fifth avenues, at 8 am, 
and returned at 7 pm to find 
her computer missing. 

— Evan Gardner 


Bay Ridge 

Bus fuss 

A mean mugger hij acked a 
71-year-old woman’s purse as 
she rode the B16 bus through 
Bay Ridge on Jan. 13. 

The thief boarded the bus at 
the comer of Fifth Avenue and 
86th Street at around 8:55 am 
and snatched the handbag. 

The vicum shouted that her 
purse — which contained a 
credit card, a family photo, 
keys, food stamps , eyeglasses , 
IDs, and $35 - was being 
heisted, but the crook pushed 
his way through the rear doors 
and escaped. 


Sad New Year 

Thieves heisted aBay Ridge 
woman’s purse on aBrooklyn- 
bound N train on Jan 17 — 
stealing all of the valuables mat 
she had just removed from her 
safe-deposit box in prepara- 
tion for Chinese New Year. 

The crooks grabbed the 
48-year-old victim’s bag af- 
ter she fell asleep between 1 
pm and 1:50 pm, as the train 
was between Canal Street in 
Manhattan and 62nd Street 
and Eighth Avenue in Bay 
Ridge — making off with 
credit cards, IDs, a Rolex 
watch, ajadenecklace,aBurb- 
erry bag and a Louis Vuitton 
wallet. — Ben Muessig 


Introducing 

Giggles & Gveen ‘ ) 

>n Carroll Gardens 



6I66LES S< 6REEN 

369 Court Street (at Carroll Street) 

718-222-2444 


80 MPG 


...WHY DON’T YOU? 

VESPA BROOKLYN 

215 Park Avenue, Fort Greene 
Open 7 Da, 


Authorized Sales &Servi 



NFL Playoffs & Super Bowl 
Catering From... } 



Montague Street’s Spiciest Sandwich Shop 
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* „ Red White &BubbI 

,ubbly ^ 

J 211 Fifth Avenue (between Union & President) 

Park Slope (718) 636-9463 www.redwhiteandbubbly.com 

Open Mon-Sat: lOam-lOpm, Sun: 12pm-8pm CDSl® 
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JANUARY RECOMMENDATIONS 



These are Darrin’s Best Buys 
for January! 



Franckenstein, Grauburgunder 

OK, OK... it's German Pinot Grigio! And yes, there VRVTH 
really is a German noble family von Franckenstein, 
and they've made wine on their land since 1517! This is dry, 
crisp, mouth-watering wine at a great price! Pinot Grigio is a 
pale pink grape that gives almost clear juice when pressed... 
and since it's neither a black grape nor a white one, it's "grey": 

Grigio in Italian, Gris in French, Grau in German. 

Emina, Rueda Bianca 

This is a truly great seafood wine! Here is a wine 
that is being poured by the glass in some of New 
York's top restaurants (LeBernardin) ! Nice body here, almost 
a touch oily, with fresh, subtle, ripe fruit flavors that persist 
through the finish. Aromatic with notes of banana, peach, 
pineapple & anise seed. 


Caracol Serrano, Jumilla Tinto Joven 

Simply gobs of ripe fruit and spicy flavors & a bvwpb 
surprisingly full-bodied personality. A blend of 
50% Monastrell, 30% Syrah, and 20% Cabernet Sauvignon, 
with the Cab spending 3 months in French and American oak. 
Complex & hedonistic: a steal! 




Oxford Landing, G.S.M. 



An Australian version of Cotes du Rhone! After the 
First World War, the French sent vine cutting to 
Australia as a thank you for their help. The vines were these 
three: the same vines most widely planted in the Southern 
Rhone! This is a delicious wine: a richly flavored "lip-smacker" 
that I love to drink, either "as is" at the end of the day, or with 
dinner. Burgers, roast chicken, pasta? Pour a glass & enjoy! 


Buy Darrin’s Best Buys 4 Pack and Save 10% 



Darrin’s January 
Discovery Wines! 


Wolffer Reserve Merlot, 
by Wolffer Estate 


Mot 


like a $27 


mm 
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Bordeaux 

maritime climate of the North 
Fork of Long Island reminds us 
so much of Bordeaux and it's no 
wonder that the Merlots grown 
there are so French in style! 

This is a full bodied red wine, 
intense in aroma, bursting with 
notes of ripe blackberries and cassis. On the palate, 
more layers of ripe fruit with hints of leather, cigar 
box and spices. This wine, made by our friend 
Roman Roth, has an amazingly smooth mouth feel 
and a long, lingering, smokey finish. 

Diogenes Sauvignon Blanc, by 
Diogenes Wine Company 


drink well made 
Sauvignon Blanc! Pour a glass, 
swirl and sniff: here are explo- 
sions of fresh, ripe fruit. Lush 
layers of honeydew, lime, peach, 
grapefruit, figs and cantaloupe, 
along with a honey and cut grass note. Medium 
bodied, silky on the tongue and heady with flavor 
with tropical fruit flavors, citrus and melon. There's 
a minerality on the palate that is only a part of the 
wine's complexity. Beautifully balanced with crisp, 
bright citrus acidity that dances in your mouth. 


i namiu 


Darren’s “Spirit of the Month!” 

Triple Eight Vodka 

Every year, my grandmother would flavor 
a bottle, adding a dried tangerine peel one 
year, a small handful of cherry pits the next. After a 
week or two, the bottle would go into the freezer, to be 
enjoyed in small sips. Finding good vodka isn't easy. 
That's why I'm so enthusiastic about Triple Eight! The 
cranberry is light & dry, while the blueberry is a knock- 
out. This is one you must try! 

Organic Wine of the Month 

Cantina Ciolli ‘Silene’ 

A delicious, hand- 
made red wine from 
Lazio, this small family owned vine- 
yard & winery lies 40 km south of 
Rome. This is a wine of complexity: 
intense and deeply flavored yet fresh & lively on the palate. 
The wine is full-flavored and smooth as silk, this wine has 
finesse balance & depth. 

What I’m Drinking Now 

Schneider, Cabernet Franc/Petit 
Verdot, 2005 

Our good friend (and iTHBfl 
Park Slope neigh- ■■■■“ 
bor) Bruce Schneider has hit one 
right out of the ballpark this 
time! For years, I've been saying 
that the North Fork of Long Island, 
with its Bordeaux-like temperate climate, produces the 
finest Cabernet Franc wines made in America. This is, 
simply, a beautiful wine, fit for a gracious holiday table. 
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Rock of aged 

Bay Ridge bands never die — and they don’t fade away 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

N eil Young said that it’s better to burn 
out than it is to rust. Obviously, he’s 
never rocked in Bay Ridge. 

The Brooklyn music world might be 
dominated by young hipsters in Williams- 
burg, but an older crowd of Bay Ridge 
cover artists are proving that age — like 
a venue’s listed maximum capacity — is 
nothing but a number. 

Vocalist and guitarist Frankie Marra 
has seen bands and venues come and go 
during his 30 years on the bar circuit. And 
he’s seen music go from rock to disco to 
punk to New Wave and back again. 

But the only difference between the 
20-something rocker of the 1980s and to- 
day’s 53-year-old frontman ofFrankie Marra 
and his Band are the expectations. 

“When we were younger, we thought 
we would be the next signed artists on 
Columbia, but at our age, we do it just 
because we still get a kick out of it,” said 
Marra, whose rock and roll dream got him 
no further than a gig working as a body 
guard lor Bruce Springsteen. 

For Marra — and the other golden old- 
ies who know they’ll never put out a golden 
record — only the thrill of performing 
keeps them proving it all night. 

“We’re proud that people aren’t look- 
ing at us and thinking, ‘These guys should 
have just stayed home,”’ said Mike Rid- 
dle, a 55-year-old neighborhood legend 
— known for his 1970s band, Rhodes, 
and his 1980s New Wave act, City Kids. 

Fle’s still rocking hard, now with his 
new band, Prodigal Child. 

The rush of being on stage keeps Marra 
and his gang banging out classics from the 
British invasion, standards like “Hotel Cali- 
fornia,” and, when the crowd seems younger, 
(slightly more) contemporary tracks like Ra- 
diohead’s 1992 smash “Creep.” 

Then again, the crowd is rarely younger. 
In fact, the Narrows-side neighborhood is 
what is known as a “Naturally Occurring 
Retirement Community” — one where 
folks over 60-years-old occupy more than 
40 percent of homes. 

Yet those graying residents are the key 
to old rockers’ revival. 

“My audience is 40- to 60-year-olds, 
predominately — and they want to hear 
the songs from their youth,” said Marra, 
who is at his best belting out hits by Van 
Morrison and John “Cougar” Mellencamp. 



Prisoners of rock 

THEN: Flashback (1975) 
Back in the day, Tony leva 
banged the skins with Jack 
Whittman and Jimmy Ma- 
loney. Now, he's in a cover 
band with Gerry Gioia and 
Rob McDermott playing only 
the classics of classic rock. 
NOW: Our Back 



• THEN: City Kids (1980s) 
The family that rocks to- 
gether stays together. Mike 
Riddle (right in both pictures) 
is still in a band with his wife, 
Jane T. (next to him in both 
shots). Their covers are most- 
ly blues-rock and feature gui- 
tarist Tony Monier. 

NOW: Prodigal Child • 





IEN: Frankie Marra 
and his Band (1990s) 
matter who he's playing 
with, guitarist Marra serves 
up covers, with a set list that 
runs the full gamut from Dy- 
lan to Springsteen, though 
sometimes he throws in 
"new" song like Radiohead' 
"Creep" from 1992. 

NOW: Frankie Marra 
and his Band 



“People in Bay Ridge want covers, that’s 
why we gravitate here.” 

Venue owners like Bobby Daquara — 
whose Greenhouse Cafe on Third Avenue 
is the de facto center of the Gray Rock 
scene — say they book old rockers be- 
cause of the kinds of crowds they draw. 

“A lot of bars in Bay Ridge don’t want 
to deal with kids. You want to get a mature 
crowd — otherwise you risk losing your li- 
quor license,” he said. 

As the bands have grown older, the chal- 
lenges of being in a band have changed, 
but they haven’t gone away. While younger 
crooners must overcome a wild life on 
the road typified by drug use, STDs, and 
the pleasant distraction of groupies, older 


rockers face a unique set of problems — 
like Riddle’s arthritis. 

“Performing is way more taxing,” said 
Riddle, who has only about 80 percent mo- 
bility in his left hand, but still offers up 
a set list filled with guitar gods like Eric 
Clapton and Stevie Ray Vaughn. “When 
we played our first gig with two long sets, 
we were kind of shocked — it felt like we 
were up there for an eternity.” 

Most of Bay Ridge’s older rockers say they 
are happy to have settled down with wives, 
children, and careers — butthatdoesn’tmean 
they don’t miss the days of being wild. 

“Having jobs and careers and families 
makes it harder. Life gets in the way now,” 
said Tony leva, 5 1 , a bus driver and drum- 


mer who covers Bob Dylan, the Beatles 
and the Byrds in his band Our Back Pages, 
leva cut his teeth as a teenager in the leg- 
endary 1970s band Flashback. 

“Back then, with no kids, and no job, 
you could be out there playing rock and 
roll until 3 am — it’s not like that any- 
more,” leva said. 

Prodigal Child at Kettle Black [8622 
Third Ave., between 86th and 87th streets, 
(718) 680-7862], Jan. 24, 5 pm; Frankie 
Marra and his Band at Greenhouse Cafe 
[ 7717 Third Ave., between 77th and 78th 
streets, (718) 833-8200], Jan. 24, 10 pm; 
Our Back Pages at Bally Bunion [ 9510 Third 
Ave., between 95th and 96th streets, (718) 
833-2801], Jan. 30, 10 pm. 


Unexpected country 

Add folk singer ? to Andy Friedmans odd resume 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

O ne of the coolest acts to come 
out of Brooklyn’s music 
scene is a country-croon- 
ing Jewish cartoonist from the 
New Yorker magazine who has 
two creaky chords and a voice 


that sounds like it was run over 
by the kind of beat-up Dodge that 
rumbles through his songs. 

Then again, he may just be 
the truest singer-songwriter in 
the borough. 

Friedman lives in Prospect 
Heights, near Freddy’s Bar, the 
Prohibition-era tavern that is 


slated to be torn down for Bruce 
Ratner’s basketball arena. The 
bar appears in a mournful song 
on Friedman’s forthcoming CD, 
“Weary Things,” which will be 
unveiled at Friedman’s Jan. 29 
show at Southpaw. This week, 
he traded bons-mots with GO 
Brooklyn. 


GO: Your album is refreshing 
because it’s genuine country, not 
some kind of hipster, Po-Mo, sar- 
castic, satirical country. So here’s 
my question: Who are you to be 
doing genuine country? 

Andy Friedman: The kind of 
music I’m playing only sounds 
See ANDY on page 8 



country crooner — Andy Friedman. 


Art’s sake 


The economy may stink, but that isn’t stop- 
ping the owners of two new art galleries. 

‘It’s the worst time ever to open, but some- 
times a crisis gives people the opportunity to do 
what they’ve always wanted to do,” said Muriel 
Guepin, whose Shop Art gallery in Boerum Hill 
will host its first show on Feb. 7. 

. Guepin’s concept is 
_ ] to sell affordable art, so 
[ J hergallerywillbe filled 

withless-costly work by 
new artists. Prices will 



P cap around $1,500. 

Meanwhile in 
Greenwood Heights, 
another gallery. Under 
Minerva (pictured), has 
opened on Fifth Avenue near 19 th Street with a 
different formula: patrons can also take classes 
in art, yoga, meditation and creative writing 
in addition to buying the stuff on the walls. 

“A little consideration [toward the economy] 
has been taken, which is why we have supple- 
mental things going on,” said Under Minerva’s 
art director, Tony Orrico. 

Shop Art Gallery [51 Bergen St., between 
Smith Street and Boerum Place in Boerum 
Hill, (718) 858-4535 ]. Wednesday-Saturday, 11 
am-7 pm; Sunday noon-5 pm; Under Minerva 
(656 Fifth Ave., near 19th Street in Green- 
wood Heights). Tuesday-Friday, noon-6 pm; 
Saturday 2-6 pm. Visit www.underminerva. 
com for info. — Sarah Portlock 


Vinegar chic 


most overnight. 

Hudson Avenue is far to the east of far-hip- 
per DUMBO, but co-owners Sam Buffa and 
chef Jean Adamson (pictured) think the retail 
space in front of their 
carriage house between 
Water and Front streets 
is perfect. 

The space is comfy 
and warm, with a cop- 
perbar, hand-crafted ta- 
bles and booths and a 
patio in the back. There 
are quiet nooks scat- 
tered about, to 



ts only 41 people, so it’s 
frequently packed, even though Buffa and Ad- 
amson don’t have their liquor license yet. 

Adamson’s menu changes daily, but always 
incorporates local, seasonal ingredients cooked 
in a giant wood-burning oven that the couple se- 
cured from California. House specialties include 
braised lamb shoulder with smokey chickpeas 
and roasted fennel; cast-iron chicken, which 
comes with caramelized shallots in a sherry 

Vinegar Hill House [72 Hudson Ave., be- 
tween Front and Water streets in Vinegar Hill, 
(718) 522-1018) Closed Mondays For info, visit 
www.vinegarhillhouse.com. — Sarah Portlock 


Whatta red! 


It might just be the best house wine in the 
borough. 

Perhaps that should be expected, given that 
said vintage will start being poured on Thurs- 
day at the new Brook-vin, an oenophile paradise 
on Seventh Avenue in 
Park Slope that’s owned 
by Aaron and Gillian 
Hans, who also own Big 
Nose, Full Body across 



This house wine — 
bit’s the one in the 
unmarked bottles — is 
an exclusive blend by 
Sonoma County vint- 
ner Jake Hawkes. It’s rich on the palate and 
not too fruity or sweet — yet as good as it is, 
it’s just one reason to stop in. 

Manager Brian Mitchell (pictured) makes his 
own bacon-infused bourbon and fruit-soaked vod- 
kas (don’t get him started on his homemade syr- 
ups, either). And chef Dave Townsend (formerly 
of Savoy in Manhattan) will be offering small 
plates, including house-cured meats and salamis, 
local cheeses and salads that top out at $10. 

“A couple can come in, split a half-bottle and 
order two plates, yet get out for less than $40,” 
Mitchell said. 

Brook-vin [381 Seventh Ave., between 11th 
and 12th streets in Park Slope, (718) 768-9463] 
opens on Thursday, Jan. 22. 

— Gersh Kuntzman 
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MESQUITE GRILL 

FULL SERVICE RESTAURANT 
FULL SERVICE BAR 

408 5 th AVENUE, PARK SLOPE 

WE CATER!! 

718-788-1137 


ia 

mquam 

72 7 th AVENUE, PARK SLOPE 
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BEST MARGARITA IN BROOKLYN 

Jejc Mejcican Culiine 

Reasonable Prices 
FREE DELIVERY! 

EXICALl 

RESTAURANT 


| Map p if Mowi! 12 naan ta 6:CCpn 


141 Court Street 

(between Atlantic & Pacific aves) 

(718) 625-7370 • ttmmm 

Sun-Thurs: 1210:30pm; Fri & Sat: 12-ll:30pr 


& 


JUST THE RIGHT FOOD 

...at just the right price 
Shrimp Camara Fongo 

luscious shrimp in coconut 
milk sauce, served on spiced, 
fried plantain i 

$16.95 



8 5th Ave. (bet. tut, » istt, < 

Open 7 days, 6am-midnight • ' 



COCO 

ROCO 

Brooklyn’s Best 
Rotisserie 
Chicken! 


HAPPY HOUR! 

Nightly 5 to 7:30pm 

All specialty cocktails: $ 4 00 
All bottles & draft beer: $ 3 00 

PARK SLOPE 

392 5th Ave. (6th & 7th St.) 718-965-3376 
LIVE MUSIC 
• WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 
• SAT & SUN BRUNCH 

COBBLE HILL 

139 Smith St. (Bergen & Dean) 718-254-9933 


Free Delivery/ Take-out & Catering / fT~] S3 


Qrand Opening: 

Shin/,, & 



Vinner (Special 

ALL MENO 

30% OFF 

with this coupon. 


Tempura ■ Teriyaki 
Hibachi • Fried Rice 
Sushi * Sashimi 


cGuncb ^pedals 

11:30 a. m. -3:00 p.m. 

2 Roll $6.95 

3 Roll $8.95 


236 7th Ave 

718 . 788.0083 

Free Delivery 
Special Rates for 
Birthday Parties 
& Corporate Events 


iTTours: Mon-Fri 11:30-3pm • 4:30-11pm 
Sat & Sun 12:30pm-11pm 
Order Online @ www.delivery.com 
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Buy tix at briconline.org/celebrate 

$15 General Admission and $50 VIP 


9th Street Optical 
and Vision Center 


(718) 


Find a place to eat tonight with our 

www. Brooklyn Paper.com/cl1n1n9 


Walt Whitman Theatre at Brooklyn College, 2900 Campus Road, Brooklyn 
(2 train to Flatbush Avenue. On-site paid parking available.) 


i^'fl fran nr. pwiu*j ,r 


• D - rr ' r ' 

| K, mumpiMlIK 

7 

, t/lliil: iJtjilljtOji. 




SaL fi*b. 1 . 2009 at ttpsri 


Featuring selections from Ms. Austin's 
2008 Grammy Award-winning CD, Avant Gershwin 


www.Bro 


es - Sat, lpm-6pm) 


January 24, 2009 
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NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN 

Compiled by Susan Rosenthal Jay 
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The sour ‘Cherry’ 

No need to Chekhov BAM’s slow-mo version 



trees eviscerated already. And that’s 
the point of Chekhov’s “comedy”; it 
is not sad, the playwright reminds us, 
that the landed gentry of pre-Revo- 
lutionary Russia collapsed under its 
own inaction — it’s inevitable. It’s 
tragic, if you will, only by the diction- 
ary definition of the word: something 
that is simply fated to happen. 

Indeed, if there is any takeaway 
from “The Cherry Orchard,” it is 
the actual history that the produc- 
tion recalls. Americans like to think 
of Soviet Communism as some sort 
of aberration. But “The Cherry Or- 



side of the house. The BAM Har- 






FREE 

1 LITER SODA 


WITH EVERY LARGE PIE 

Eat in, or Free Delivery 



Come in with the family for a fun, quick 



347 Court Street 
(718)243-1000 



On January 14th, the true voice of the community was heard loud and clear: 

Community Board 2 Overwhelmingly 
Votes to Approve Dock Street Dumbo! 



Community Board 2’s decisive vote last week made it clear that Dock Street 
Dumbo - with its desperately needed middle school and Dumbo’s first ever 
affordable housing - has earned the strong support of this community. 

After the Board’s first meeting of 2009 opened with local elected officials 
praising the Board for the critical role it plays as the true voice of the 
neighborhood, the members voted by a margin of 30 to 7 to approve Dock 
Street Dumbo. 


Councilmember Letitia James said that “this is an opportunity we can’t afford to miss,” 
and one member of the Board concluded, “When we look at what [the community 
board] has asked for in the past, the need for a middle school tops that list.” 

We are extremely grateful for Community Board 2’s vote of confidence. We urge 
others who believe this is an important project to call Councilman Yassky at 
718-875-5200 and urge him to respect the true voice of the community 
and support Dock Street Dumbo. 


For more information, visit 

www.dockstreetdumbo.com 

Dock Street DUMBO is a project of Two Trees Management, 45 Main Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201 • Tel: 718-222-2500 


The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.co 


ANDY... 

Continued from page 5 
like country because of my 
technical limitation. I only 
picked up a guitar three 
years ago. 

I got into playing music 
because country and blues 
seemed easy to play, and I’ve 
got a lot on my mind. Life is 
hard enough, I use my gui- 
tar so that I can get things 
off my chest. 

Country music — regard- 
less of whether or not we call 
my music country music — 
isn’t about writing songs 
about God, chickens orfarms. 
It’s about dealing with your- 
self and your surroundings 
in an honest and straightfor- 
ward way, with whatever you 
got to give. 

GO: The most overtly lo- 
cal song is “Freddy’s Back- 
room.” It’s bittersweet. But 
isn’t the story of our borough 
and our city that we simply 
pave over the old, even if his- 
tory gets lost in the name of 
progress? 

AF: I don’t think that song is 
a protest song, or an anti-Rat- 
ner song. Heck, I’ve shopped 
at Target. But I love those 
bars and I’m entitled to la- 
ment. That’s all it is. I wrote 
that song sitting at the bar on 
a stack of beer coasters one 
night, just looking around, 
and thinking that soon it will 
be gone. 

GO: I don’t like the term 
“Hillbilly Leonard Co- 
hen,” which is what one wag 
dubbed you. I don’t think of 
you as a hillbilly. Are you? 
If so, please accept my apol- 
ogies. 

AF: I don’t proclaim to be a 
“Hillbilly Leonard Cohen.” 
But for folks who want to 
know what our music is like, 
and what we’re all about, the 


tag would shed a little bit of 
light on where we’re com- 
ing from. I’m certainly not 
a hillbilly, or a genius Ca- 
nadian zen poet. 

Let’s settle with the NPR 
quote, “a hot live act.” That 
works for me. 

Andy Friedman and 
the Other Failures at 
Southpaw [125 Fifth 
Ave. at St. Johns Place 
in Park Slope , (718) 230- 
0236], 7:30 pm. Tickets: 
$10. For info, visit www. 
spsounds.com or www. 
andyfriedman.net. 


‘Bears’ market 

Teen rockers are ready for prime time 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

F inally, the Care Bears on 
Fire are not just for kids any- 

The Park Slope-based trio — 
newly reconfigured as an all-girl 
band — is about to play its highest- 
profile gig ever: a Saturday night, 
all-ages, leave-the-stuffed-animals- 
at-home show at the Bell House. 

But first, a little unfinished 
business. 

Guitarist Lucio (no last names, 
please — they’re all barely teen- 
agers!) left the band last year and 
has been replaced by Jena, a Man- 
hattanite who, at 14, is the oldest 
Bear ever. She’ll play bass. 
What happened to Lucio? 
“We had creative differences 
and he went in a different direc- 
tion,” said Izzy, 13, in an exclu- 


sive sit-down with GO Brooklyn 
over lattes and muffins at the Co- 
coa Bar in Park Slope. 

Wait a second; did a 13-year- 
old just use the term “creative dif- 
ferences”? Yes, she did. 

“He wanted to do other things,” 
added Sophie, who has taken over 

You know what? Take it from 
this CBOF fan, he never fit in any- 
way. I mean, how can the Izzy and 
Sophie be expected to sing “Five 
Minute Boyfriend” or their new 
instant classic, “Boy Song #1,” 
with a real live boy around? 

“Now that we’re an all-girl 
group, we can feel freer,” said 
Izzy. “Like on ‘Boy Song #1.’ It’s 
about how boys are just as inse- 
cure as girls.” 

With the loss of Lucio came 
a few major gains: the remain- 
ing Care Bears are better mu- 


sicians than they were just one 
year ago, when they played to 
packed (though typically after- 
noon) houses at the BAM Cafe 
and other family-friendly venues. 
And they ’ve even better than when 
they played before 7,000 people 
in England. 

“We changed and grown up so 
much,” said Izzy. 

Did a 13-year-old just get wist- 
ful about growing old? 

“Well, when you’re 13 and you’re 
talking about stuff that happened 
two years ago, it’s actually a long 
time ago,” she added. 

Now the band is on S-Curve Re- 
cords (yes, they got a record deal 
and you didn’t), which will put out 
the trio’s still-untitled new album 
this summer with a ramped-up, 
smoothed-out, still-kick-ass ver- 
sion of “Everybody Else.” 

That tune was also on the band’s 



Three 'Bears': Teen rockers, Care Bears on Fire, are now an 
all-girl group featuring (clockwise) bassist Jena, 14, guitarist 
Sophie, 13, and drummer Izzy (with tamborine), 13. They'll 
play The Bell House on Jan. 24. 


http:// 

For our Brooklyn Nightlife 
BrooklynPaper.com/Nightlife 


2007 debut LP, “I Stole Your An- 
imal,” which included the creepy, 
but seminal, “Met You on Mys- 
pace.” It was also in a Converse ad 
(go ahead, call them sellouts!). 

Will success ruin the Care Bears 
on Fire? Izzy and Sophie are only 
13, but, believe it or not, they’re 
thinking about it. 

“We need to stay raw and au- 
thentic and not compromise who 
we are,” said Izzy. 

Not compromise? But isn’t that 
what being an adult is all ab— ? 
Oh, never mind. They’ve got plenty 
of time to learn. 

“We won’t change, we won’t 
go Disney,” added Sophie. “We’re 
girls who rock. We want to show 
girls that girls can be cool.” 

Wow, rebels at age 13. With 
muffins and lattes. 

Care Bears on Fire at the Bell 
House [149 Seventh St., between 
Second and Third avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 643-6510], Jan. 
24, 9 pm. Tickets are $10. 



BURLESQUE, "SWEET AND 
NASTY": Jam packed 
evening of raunchy fun. $10. 
10 pm. Public Assembly 
[70 N. Sixth St. at Wythe 


PERFORMANCE 

THEATER, "THE CHERRY 
ORCHARD": See Satur- 
day, Jan. 24. 

OTHER 


SlynHe 


(718)855-0326]. 
WORKSHOP, "INDEPEN- 
DENT CONTRACTORS": 

Learn the difference 
between being an inde- 


Peter Fox's "Moving Tar- 
get" is on display Jan. 
29 at Williamsburg's The 
Hogar Collection. 

Drawing class. Pizza 
served. $400 for eight 
sessions. 7 pm. 3rcTWard 
[195 Morgan Ave. at Stagg 
Street in Bushwick, (718) 
715-4961]. 

THEATER, "DISFARMER": 


photograp 


|38Water n St^Dock US ^ 
Street in DUMBO, (718) 


[Flatbush Avenue Extension 
at DeKalb Avenue in Down- 
town, (718) 625-0080], www. 

YOGA CLASS FOR SENIORS: 

FREE. 2:15 pm. St. Charles 
Jubilee Center [55 Pier- 
repont St. between Henry 
and Hicks streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 855-0326]. 
FORECLOSURE PREVENTION: 






home. FREE. 6 pm.’cAMBA 
[884 Flatbush Ave. at Church 
Avenue in Prospect Lefferts 
Gardens, (718) 282-2500], 
SEX FOR MOMS: Learn how to 
have great sex during preg- 
nancy. Refreshments served. 
FREE. 7 pm. Babeland[462 
Bergen St. between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 638-3820], 
NUEVO LATINO MUSIC: Mem- 

m^nic^perform°$^-$25.^8 r 
pm. Brooklyn Masonic Tem- 
ple [317 Clermont Ave. near 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 488-5913]. 


Jew York City College of ’ 
echnology [300 Jay St. at 
ohnson Street in Down- 


THEATER, "DISFARMER": 

See Tuesday, Jan. 27. 

OTHER 

DANCE: Full company pro- 


OTHER 

A NIGHT OF SALSA: Perfor- 
mance by Grammy-nom- 


by the Brooklyn Philhar- 
jncludes tapas $50. Brook- 
Clermont Ave. at Lafayette 
(718)488-59°13]. 

KOMBUCHA CLASS: Learn 
how to make the most pop- 


he Brooklyn Ki 


n. $30. 6:30 


(718)389-2982]. 

TANGO, "MUSIC FROM 
ARGENTINA": $15. 8 pm. 
Galapagos Art Space [16 
Main St. at Water Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 222-8500]. 
THEATER, "DISFARMER": See 
Tuesday, Jan. 27. 


PERFORMANCE 

THEATER, "THE CHERRY 
ORCHARD": See Saturday, 
Jan. 24. 

THEATER, "THE PROTES- 
TANTS": See Saturday, 

Jan. 24. 

THEATER, "DISFARMER": See 
Tuesday, Jan. 27. 

OTHER 


LATINO MUSIC, CLUB NOC- 
TURNO: Chamber concert 


cians accompanied by the 

Galapagos Art Space [16 
Main St. at Water Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 488-5913]. 
HALF-OFF FRIDAY: Wollman 
Rink hosts a sale omtsadmis- 


sion does not include skate 
rental. $2.50 adults, $1.50 
seniors. 8:30 am-10 pm. Pros- 
pect Park Rink [in park be- 
tween the Lake and the Con- 
cert Grove. Enter at Lincoln 
Road in Prospect Lefferts 
Gardens, (718) 287-6431]. 
ART EXHIBIT: "Moving Tar- 

Piter Fox tr FREE r Noom7 

pm. Holgar Collection [362 
Grand St. near Havemeyer 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
388-5022]. 

MAGIC NIGHT AT GOOD 
COFFEEHOUSE: Fantasy, 
foolery and fun. $15. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Society for Etnical 
Culture [53 Prospect Park 
West at First Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 768-2972]. 
MUSIC: "Here and Now" 
with songs of struggle and 

performs. $15. 8 pm. Barge- 
music [Fulton Ferry Landing, 
Old Fulton Street at the East 
River, (718) 624-2083]. 


SenesPi G 


Community Day 
ocnool [342 Smith St. corner 
of First Place in Cobble Hill, 
(718) 858-8663]. 

NUEVO LATINO FESTIVAL: 

several young Latin American 
composers, accompanied by 
the Brooklyn Philharmonic. 
$20-$55. 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Academy of Music [30 Lafay- 
ette Ave. near St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636- 
4100], www.bam.org. 

GALLERY PLAYERS, "THOR- 
OUGHLY MODERN MIL- 
LIE!": Musical. $18, $14 

ry Players [199 14thSt.‘, 


352-3101]. 

MENDELSSOHN CONCERT: 

Celebration of Mendels- 
sohn's 200th birthday. $50, 

music [Fulton Ferry Landing, 
Old Fulton Street at the East 
River, (718) 624-2083]. 

LATIN FUSION MUSIC: Live 
Brazilian music with Samba 


(718) 624-1850]. 

MUSIC, TOP OF THE POPS: 

Cabaret style performance 
with wine and cheese. $25. 
7:30 pm. Our Lady of Per- 
petual Help [59th Street 
Between Fifth and Sixth av- 
enues in Sunset Park, (917) 


Soleil [121 Livingston St. at 
Adams Street in Downtown, 
(718) 484-1801]. 

THEATER, "THE CHERRY 
ORCHARD": See Saturday, 


THEATER, "DISFARMER": See 


Tuesday, Jan. 27. 

OTHER 


SOLAR HEATING: Learn about 


gas emissions. FREE. 11 am. 
Park Slope Food Co-op [782 
Union St. between Sixth 

Stope?(347) 25X00*9]" 
GOWANUS CREATIVE SES- 
SIONS: "Homegrown art" 
featuring ukelele comedian 


Jen Kowk, art installations. 


and more. FREE. 7:30 pm. 
Gowanus Creative [478 
President St., at Nevins 
Street], www.myspace.com/ 


PERFORMANCE 

WEST POINT BAND: U.S. 
Military Academy Band per- 
forms. FREE. 2 pm. Brooklyn 
Center for the Performing 
Arts at Brooklyn College 
[2900 Bedford Ave., at Av- 
enue H in Flatbush, (718) 
951-4600], www.brooklyn- 

BROADWAY TUNES: Concert 
of Broadway and popular 
tunes featuring Regina 
Opera Company soloists. 
$10, $5 teens. 3 pm. [Regina 
Hall, 65th Street at 12th Av- 
enue, (718) 232-3555]. 

THEATER, "THE CHERRY 
ORCHARD": See Saturday, 
Jan. 24. 

THEATER, "DISFARMER": See 

Tuesday, Jan. 27. 



SMARTMOM, 


Later, she asked Smart- 
mom why she wrote about 
her without asking her per- 
mission. But she didn’t stop 
there. 

She wondered why Smart- 
mom wrote about the time Di- 
aper Diva changed Ducky’s 
diaper at the Cocoa Bar with- 
out asking her. 

Then she asked her why she 
wrote about Teen Spirit’s 
smoking when Teen Spirit 


• •• 

asked her not to write about 
it. It was like she was build- 
ing a case against Smartmom 
and her penchant for using 
family members as fodder 
for her stories. 

“That’s why I said it was 
about a friend of mine whose 
son was a smoker,” Smart- 
mom confided guiltily. 

“But you still wrote about 

Yes, she still wrote about it. 
And she didn’t really have a 
good excuse. Why didn’t she 
just write about something 


fW 

JAf Z? 





else? Why did she have to 
do the smoking piece? Was 
it really necessary? 

These difficult thoughts 
percolated in Smartmom’s 
mind. Maybe she was us- 
ing her family and friends 
for the sake of her columns. 
Maybe she was being pre- 
sumptuous thinking that her 
family wouldn’t mind being 
characters in the sit-com of 
her mind. 

Like many writers, Smart- 
mom uses her world as inspi- 
ration. But if it’s a story about 
OSFO or Teen Spirit, who’s 
story is it? Who does it belong 
to? Is it Smartmom’s story or 
does it belong to them? 

These are interesting ques- 
tions. Perhaps Melville won- 
dered whether he had the right 
to write about Moby Dick or 
was it Moby Dick’s tale to 
tell. 

Wait, that was fiction. 

But what about “Mommy 
Dearest?” Did Christina 
Crawford have the right to 
tell-all about her mother? 

Well, of course she had 
the right to write about her 
childhood — especially if she 
was raised by an abusive ce- 

Buddha knows, Smart- 

lebrity mom. But she does be- 
lieve that it’s kosher to write 
about the parts of her life that 




Frankly, Teen Spirit 
never tells Smartmom 
anything anymore. In 
fact, when she asks in- 
nocent questions about 
school and friends, he 
accuses her of prying. 

OSFO shares a lot 
But there are 


Sound off! 

Should Smartmom stop writing plenty of times when 
about her kids? Let us know at she simply answers one 


your business.” It’ 

include Teen Spirit and OSFO the nicest way to say it, 1 
just as long as she’s thought- does getthepointacross. And 
ful and fair. 

Besides, you can’t be a 
writer if you have to cen- 
sor your imagination. It just 
doesn’t work if you have to 


frankly, it’s probably 
Dang. There she goes writ- 
ing about her kids again. How 
can you be a writer when you 
have a gag order from your 
ive too much out. kids about what you can write 

On the other hand, Teen about? 

And yet , as a parent Smart- 
mom must respect their 
wishes and not compromise 
their privacy in any way. It’s 
a tough place for a writer to 


Spirit and OSFO have reached 
an age when privacy is very 
important. It’s everything. 
And it’s just not right for their 
mom to be such a blabber- 




So what is Smartmom 
going to write about now? 
The snow on her window 
ledge? 

If she can’t write about 
her kids, she’s a goner. She’ll 
get fired from The Brook- 
lyn Paper. Her agent won’t 
want torepresenther. Nobody 
will read her blog anymore. 
She’ll be done for. Finished. 

So what’s a Smartmom to 
do? 

Well, it’s this writer’s job 
to explain her world to the 
world. And if that world in- 
cludes her children, her hus- 
band, her friends and neigh- 
bors, then that’s the story she 
has to tell. It’s all about the 
way she writes it, the words 
she uses, and balance of hon- 
esty, fairness and love that 
she brings to the mix. 

It her story — and she’s 

Louise Crawford also writes 
the blog Only the Blog Knows 
Brooklyn. 


il cjw/c^P 



FAMILY CALENDAR 

Rosenthal Jay 


(718) 923-9710]. 

TUESDAY, JAN. 27 


Compiled by Sus 

SATURDAY, JAN. 24 


12:30 and 2:30 pm: Puppet 
show, "Sleeping Beauty.'^A 


11 ar 


ss for ki 


SUNDAY, JAN. 25 

12:30 and 2:30 pm: Puppel 
show, "Sleeping Beauty." 
'’ee Sat., Jan. 24. 


$8. Brooklyn N 
[200 Eastern Pkwy. at 

Crown Heights, (718) 638- 
5000]. For info, visit www. 


Chambe 


THURSDAY, JAN. 29 

6 pm: Nintendo Wii sports 
night. This could be fun. 


FRIDAY, JAN. 30 

6:45 pm: Movie night, 

"Mary Poppins." Free. 

Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic Ave., 

streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 923-9710]. 
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62 Fourth St (corner of Hoyt) • (718) 522-5822 
uiuiui.BrooklYnFencing.com 


Thinking of sending your child to a 

JEWISH Overnight 
Summer Camp? 

Vou could be eligible for a $1250 UJA- 
Federation Campership Incentive grnnt 
toward the tuition if: 

* It will be your child’s 
time at a Jewish camp 
for 3 or more weeks. 

• Vour child attends a public or 
non-Jewish private school. 

• Your desired camp can be found 
at www.iewishcamp.org and you 
either have not yet enrolled or did 
so after Jan 1, 2009. 


Write your Brownstone Brooklyn 
Campership liaison, Joyce, at 

BrooblynCampert9gmail.com 

to learn the full list of eligibility 
requirements and how to apply. 



Jtuggs 


• Free morning transportation 
from most Bay Ridge and 
Brownstone Brooklyn areas 

• Established 1992 


Sundays, January 25 
& February 8 

presentations at 2 and 3pm 
339 8 St. just below 6 Ave. 


DAY SCHOOL, INC. 

A fully licensed and certified preschool 

□ 2-4 year old programs □ 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 

□ Licensed teachers afternoons or full days 

□ Optimal educational equipment Q Spacious Classrooms 

□ Exclusive outdoor facilities □ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Indoor Gym facilities □ Caring, loving environment 

Call: 230-5255 

763 President St. (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 
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Landmarking Williamsburg, one block at a time 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The city is aiming to protect 
at least one Williamsburg block 
from the high-speed develop- 
ment that has forever changed 
the neighborhood’s shape. 

The Landmarks Preserva- 
tion Commission is consider- 
ing turning Fillmore Place — a 
one-block stretch of 29 mid-19th 
century rowhouses between Dri- 
ggs Avenue and Roebling Street 
— into Williamsburg’s first His- 


toric District, forever shielding 
the tiny street lined with match- 
ing three-story brickhomes from 
demolition or major cosmetic 
alterations. 

Neighborhood preserva- 
tionists are thrilled about the 
prospect of saving the quaint 
rowhouses, which served as 
middle-income housing when 
they were constructed in 1852 
— three years before the vil- 
lage of Williamsburgh became 
a part of the city of Brooklyn. 


“In Williamsburg, there have 
been so many teardowns over the 
decades thalyouraiely have acon- 
tinuous row that was all developed 
in one point,” said Ward Dennis, 
a Community Board 1 member 
who is also on the Williamsburg 
GreenpointPreservation Alliance. 
“It wouldbeacompelling historic 
district for the neighborhood and 
the city itself.” 

While skyscraping develop- 
ment rocked the neighborhood 
in recent years, resulting in a 


condo boom of glassy towers, 
large-scale developments, and 
much-maligned “finger build- 
ings,” the miniscule block — 
described in “Tropic of Capri- 
corn” by author Henry Miller, 
who grew up at the corner of 
Fillmore Place and Driggs Av- 
enue, as “the most enchanting 
street I have ever seen in all my 
life” and “the ideal street” — 
has hardly changed at all. 

The Landmarks agency agreed, 
deeming the stretch “a cohesive, 


CONEY PLAN REDUX . . . 



Continued from page 1 

create hotels, restaurants, arcades, movie 

theaters, and, even tattoo parlors. 

The two other districts — the so-called 
“Coney North” and “Coney West” — would 
include 4,500 new apartments and hun- 
dreds of parking spaces. 

The push for a year-round tourist desti- 
nation is the most difficult element of the 
plan. Bloomberg has been dueling with re al- 
estate mogul Joe Sitt, who owns significant 
amounts of Coney Island property and says 
he wants to build his own, $1.5-billion, 24- 
7-365, Vegas-style pleasure palace. 

Bloomberg has said that as a strip-mall 
developer Sitt lacks the ability to develop 
a profitable amusement park. As a result, 
Sitt’s initiative, which requires the same 
kind of rezoning that the city is undertak- 
ing, has been stalled. 

The city seeks to acquire Sitt’s 10-1/2 
acres in Coney Island, which cost him more 
than $100 million to assemble. The just-re- 
leased Draft Environmental Impact State- 
ment for the mayor’s rezoning plan says 
the city could acquire the land by buying 
it or seize it via condemnation, though the 
city planners have repeatedly denied that 
they would seek to use the state’s eminent 
domain power. 

Either way, the land acquisition costs 
could be staggering. 

In addition, the city plan calls for rezon- 
ing part of Coney Island’s amusement zone 
as a nine-acre parkland zone. City officials 
say that parkland zoning provides for ad- 
ditional state oversight — but that nine- 
acre park is being created only because 
nine acres of existing parkland, mostly a 
parking lot for Keyspan Park, would be 
demapped as parkland to create the resi- 
dential towers of Coney West. 

The fact that parkland can be transferred 
so easily raises questions about whether 
the nine-acre parkland amusement zone 
would remain a theme park should a fu- 
ture mayor seek a different course for Co- 
ney Island. 

In the end, the biggest question is money. 
A rezoning will make the oceanfront hous- 
ing of “Coney West” very desireable to de- 
velopers, but there may not be a market 
for the inland parcels of “Coney North,” 
which are already zoned as residential. 

Wouldn’t that area be booming already 
if there was a market for such housing 


there? 

And if the rest of Coney is rezoned to 
allow indoor and outdoor amusements, 
hotels and retail , market pressures could 
drive out the good things about the Peo- 
ple’s Playground — places like Nathan’s 
or the honky-tonk roadhouses like Cha 
Cha’s and Ruby’s on the Boardwalk. 

“Unfortunately the city is determined 


to move forward with mediocrity,” said 
Dick Zigun, the founder of the Coney Is- 
land Circus Sideshow and a former mem- 
ber of the Coney Island Development Cor- 
poration, the city agency overseeing the 

He resigned in dissent last June after 
the city decreased the proposed theme 
park from 15 acres to nine acres. 


relatively intactensemble . . . lining 
a narrow, block-long street with a 
definite sense of place” that serves 
“as an important reminder ofWil- 
liamsburg’s transformation from 
arural village to a bustling urban 
neighborhood.” 

Today,FillmorePlaceremains 
unknown to most anyone butlong- 
time locals — and they’re are ea- 
ger to see the city step in. 

“If you’ve watched the trans- 
formation around here over the 
last 10 or 15 years, you start to 
think that nothing’s safe from 
developers,” saidFrankHaldren, 
61. “If they landmarked the 
street, it would be a reminder 
that this neighborhood did ex- 
ist before luxury condos and 
expensive cafes.” 

A vote by the Landmarks Pres- 
ervation Commission will come 
after apublic hearing on the his- 
torical value of Fillmore Place, 
which could be held as early as 
this spring, according to agency 
spokeswoman Lisi de Bourbon. 
— with Emily Lavin 



Future of Coney Island 
Web site no longer porn 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The future of Coney Island is 
no longer X-rated — but it’s up for 

Online, that is. 

Last week, the Web site that Co- 
ney Island property owner Joe Sitt 
created to showcase “the future of 
Coney Island” was replaced with a 
pornographic Web site advertising 
the “best porn on the net.” 

But Davina Cukier — the Bel- 
gian woman who acquired www. 
thefutureofconeyisland.com when 
Sitt allowed it to lapse last fall — 
claims she’s not responsible for the 

“My family has just warned me that 
my name is associated with a porn 
Web site!” Cukier told The Brooklyn 
Paper in an e-mail interview. “It is 
completely wrong. I do not own any 
pom Web sites. The domain name I 
own, ‘thefutureofconeyisland.com,’ 
has been hijacked.” 

Cukier, a buyer and seller of Web 
domains, claims she purchased the 
site after noticing its popularity, but 
posted nothing on it due to illness. 
That’s when hackers struck, convert- 
ing the site that once touted Sitt’s vi- 
sion for a Vegas-style Xanadu into 
a tawdry French language site di- 
recting visitors to w ww.SexePomol. 

Once she learned about the smut, 


Cukier removed the pomo link from 
the page and posted a message ex- 
plaining her side of the story in its 

“I didn’t even know how popular 
was ‘thefutureofconeyisland’ Web 
site when I bought it, and I am sorry 
if it shocked people,” she wrote. 

Sitt’s decision to no longer main- 
tain the “future of Coney Island” site 
raised doubt about whether the de- 
veloper plans to continue his fight 
with the city over a zoning change he 
needs to build his 24-7-365 amuse- 
ment, hotel and retail complex. His 
spokesman told the New York Post 
that the developer had simply de- 
cided to discontinue the Web site. 


For what it’s worth, Cukier has 
her own plans for the future of the 
People’s Playground. 

“Now I set ‘thefutureofconeyis- 
land.com’ for sale ... as I received 
several offers for the domain,” said 
Cukier, who is currently auctioning 
off the domain in a contest ending 
on Jan. 25. “I don’t want to keep it 
because of all the problems it caused 

Cukier said the bidding starts at 
$130, which is not a lot to control 
thefutureofconeyisland — especially 
given that Sitt has paid more than 
$100 million in hopes of getting con- 
trol of the real future of Coney Is- 


NATHAN'S... 

Continued from page 1 

istration’s plan to grow and revitalize the amusement district,” said An- 
drew Brent, a spokesman for Mayor Bloomberg. 

Yet the Bloomberg Administration and Nathan’s concede that the beach- 
goers’ haunt would need to undergo a major transformation if it is to take 
its place in the city’s sweeping vision for massive private investment in 
Coney Island. 

Current zoning rules prevent Nathan’s from building anything but an 
outdoor amusement, like a merry-go-round, on its lot. 

But if the proposed zoning changes take effect, property values would 
increase because more lucrative uses, such as a hotel, would be permit- 


CONDOS FALL ... 


Continued from page 1 
to underwrite its annual mainte- 
nance budget — was blamed on 
the recession. 

“Due to the present current eco- 
nomic climate, we don’t have a 
schedule for either of these devel- 
opment sites,” said Warner John- 
ston, aspokesman for theBrooklyn 
Bridge Park Development Corpo- 
ration, the state agency oversee- 
ing construction of the waterfront 
park-and-condo package. 

When fully built, the project is 
supposed to include atleast 1,210 
apartments, the hotel, restaurants 
and retail inside the park’s foot- 
print as part of a unique funding 
arrangement. 

Instead of paying normal 
taxes, these parcels would con- 
tribute funds that are earmarked 
to cover the anticipated $15.2 mil- 
lion of operating and maintenance 
costs of open space on six piers 
and uplands areas. So far, about 
500 apartments exist — though 
many remain empty — in One 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, a former 
Watchtower Bible and Tract So- 
ciety complex at the corner of 
Furman and Joralemon streets 
in Brooklyn Heights. 

Without the additional housing 
and hotel, the park is confronted 
by questions of how it can pay its 
operating costs — costs that will 
kick in by the end of this year when 
some of the earliest portions of 
the open spaces are supposed to 
open. 

The Brooklyn Bridge Park De- 


velopment Corporation declined 
to address these pressing money 
problems resulting from the imper- 
iled housing and hotel pieces: 

• Without these sources of op- 
erating and maintenance revenue, 
how will the park cover its an- 
nual budget? 

• How much has been spent 
on operating and maintenance 
so far? 

• Are payments from the still- 
not-fully occupied One Brook- 
lyn Bridge Park condo building 
covering those costs? 

Supporters of the funding 
scheme say it protects the park 
from the whimsies of government 
budget cutters , though critics den- 
igrate it for bringing large-scale 
private development onto park 
space — therefore making it not 
a “park” by the most-common 
definition. 

The project’s spokespeople say 
the housing and lodge are halted, 
not abandoned, but critics were 
ecstatic about these casualties of 
the economic downturn. 

“It’s obviously very welcome 
news,” said Judi Francis, president 
of the Brooklyn Bridge Park De- 
fense Fund, apark advocacy group, 
which has sued to block develop- 
ment inside the project’s footprint. 
“It’s something we’ve been advo- 
cating for since day one — to avoid 
the anti-park precedent of putting 
housing inside a park.” 

This setback only complicates 
the financial picture of the proj- 
ect. In 2002, Mayor Bloomberg 


and then-Gov. Pataki commit- 
ted $ 150 million to transform the 
former Port Authority piers into 
a world-class park by 2012. 

Now, the costs have soared to 
more than $300 million while sev- 
eral active recreational portions 
— playing fields on Pier Two, bas- 
ketball and other hard-court ac- 
tivities on Pier Three and a kay- 
aking area — have been shelved 
until authorities scrounge up ad- 
ditional government money. 

The Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Development Corporation has 
cloaked a veil of secrecy over 
its finances. Officials from the 
group have made well-publi- 
cized presentations about its 
plans to complete recreational 
parts of the park by the end of 
the year, but clammed up when 
The Brooklyn Paper questioned 
how it would handle the rocky 
economic road. 

“We continue to finalize these 
details and look forward to pre- 
senting them to the public later 
this month,” Johnston wrote in 
an e-mail. He was referring to 
an upcoming public meeting on 
Jan. 29 at NYU-Polytechnic in 
Metrotech. 

The Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Development Corporation says 
it will present financial details 
about the development on Jan. 
29 at NYU-Polytechnic's Dibner 
Auditorium (5 Metrotech Center, 
near the corner of Jay and John- 
son streets in Downtown), 6 pm. 
Call (718) 803-3100 for info. 



Happy New Year! 


Diane J. Savino 

New York State Senate 
23rd District 


2872 West 15th Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11224 
www. nyssenate23. com 
(718) 333-0311 Phone 
(718) 676-5385 Fax 
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OUR OPINION 


Make the ‘park’ a park 


B rooklyn Bridge Park — which was 
conceived decades ago as a public 
park along Brooklyn’s world-class 
waterfront — has seen nothing but bad 
news so far this year. 

And we’re still in January. 

First, officials with the state develop- 
ment agency that’s overseeing the condo 
and open space project announced that 
they had abandoned a plan to build a 
hotel on Furman Street near Old Ful- 
ton Street, a lodge that would have ex- 
pansive vistas of the Brooklyn Bridge 
and the Lower Manhattan skyline. 

Then, last week, the Brookyn Bridge 
Park Development Corporation admit- 
ted that it was also no longer pursuing 
the construction of roughly 800 units 
of luxury housing inside the park. 

Here’s the problem: the hotel and condo 
units — alongwithanundeterminedamount 
of additional commercial and residential 
development — were touted by state of- 
ficials as the only way to raise revenue to 
cover the annual maintenance budget for 
the development’s public open space. 


"The Brooklyn Bridge 
Park development must be 
abandoned and replaced 
with a simple public park." 


We’ve long questioned the notion of es- 
tablishing such a dedicated revenue stream, 
but the project’s advocates have argued 
that such a funding scheme is necessary 
or else there would be no park at all. 

Now this debate is framed anew, given 
the latest flops and last year’s endless pa- 
rade of bad news: delays in the construc- 
tion timeline, cost overruns that have more 
than doubled the original $ 150-million con- 
struction budget, and then the stunning an- 
nouncement that , for now at least, the much- 
touted “world class park” will consist only 
of small passive recreation areas on Pier 
1 at the foot of Old Fulton Street and Pier 
6 at the foot of Atlantic Avenue — a tiny 
portion of the park’s footprint. 

Taken together, it is reasonable to con- 


clude that the Brooklyn Bridge Park de- 
velopment project must be abandoned 
and replaced with what many area resi- 
dents have been calling for for decades: 
a simple public park, along the entire 
1.3-mile stretch. 

Not a waterfront development with 
an open space component. 

Not a scheme to build a backyard for 
residents of 1,300 units — ormore! — of 
luxury housing and the hotel guests. 

No, a real, albeit modest, public park 
that would be maintained from the same 
pool of money that maintains every other 
public park. 

Building a much-less grandiose pub- 
lic park along the waterfront — not the 
fantasyland that the development agency 
envisions — would require far less cash 
than the hundreds of millions of dollars 
(and still going!) that the state planners 
say they need. 

And we’d all get what we’ve sought 
for decades: access to our beautiful wa- 
terfront — a goal that keeps eluding our 
illustrious state planners. 



LETTERS 


A real broadside about Portside New York 


To the editor, 

I am a longtime fan of your 
paper and an avid reader, espe- 
cially of your dedicated cover- 
age of development and land-use 
issues. I was surprised by your 
article on the recent community 
board meeting concerning pro- 
posals for Atlantic Basin in Red 
Hook (“City scolded on im-port- 
ant plan,” online, Jan. 6) in that 
it set up a false choice between 
the beer distribution company and 
Tom Fox’s water taxis. 

To me, the story omitted the 
third proposal that seems to have 
unanimous support in the com- 
munity: Portside New York. 

Portside is a small, home-grown 


Send a letter 

By e-mail: Letters@ 
BrooklynPaper.com 
By mail: Letters, The Brooklyn 
Paper, 55 Washington St., 
Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

All letters must be signed and 

and phone number (only the writ- 
er's name and neighborhood are 
published with the letter). Letters 
may be edited and will not be 

you send your letter, the better. 


cultural institution that brings to- 
gether diverse constituents in Red 
Hook and the larger New YorkHar- 
bor community. As an advocate 
for smart, forward-looking water- 
front planning, it seeks to promote 
awareness of both our strong mar- 
itime heritage and contemporary 
waterfront issues through exhib- 
its, events and programs. 

Portside is seeking a permanent 
home and the basin is a natural 
place to bridge upland commu- 
nities and accessible water-borne 
activities for the general public. 

Portside (and especially the 
historic coastal tanker Mary A. 
Whalen) delivers an invaluable 
sense of place that is quickly dis- 
appearing in New York City’s wa- 
terfront communities. 

A wide range of people at the 
meeting you covered expressed 
great enthusiasm for Portside New 
York’s proposal. 

This support was expressed by 
at least one of the two other ap- 
plicants, the Economic Develop- 
ment Corporation, several Com- 
munity Board 6 members and a 
chorus of local residents and busi- 
ness owners. 

My sense was that Portside’s 
proposal — which has a much 
smaller footprint than either of 
the other two — could be smartly 


integrated into any of the other 
uses that were proposed. 

Perhaps this is why you over- 

thy of a mention. 

Tim Ventimiglia, Boerum Hill 

He’s grilled 

To the editor, 

Gersh Kuntzman has become 
an old fogy! 

I must tell you I have always 
had outstanding service at Peter 
Luger(“Steakingaclaim! Luger’s 
must hand crown to Morton’s,” 
Jan. 10). Yes, sometimes you wait 
a few minutes, but wait until Mor- 
ton’s begins to get crowded and 
you will wait, too! 

And what do you mean that Peter 
Luger offers no appetizers and no 
salads? You obviously have never 
ordered the onions and tomatoes. 
Luger’s tomatoes are better than 
the steaks (most of the time). 

I can cook a steak as well as 
most other places — except Pe- 
ter Luger. I go there a few times a 
year and can honestly say I never 
had a bad meal there. I can’t say 
the same thing about Morton’s 
in Chicago or Ruth Chris’s or the 
Capital Grille, to name a few. 
Sidney Meyer, Boerum Hill 


DUMB-OH! 

To the editor, 

The DUMBO Neighborhood 
Association supports appropriate 
development — but that means 
not compromising the majesty of 
the Brooklyn Bridge (“Walentas 
‘Dock’ project sails,” Jan. 17). 

The increase in density due 
to spot zoning changes for Da- 
vid and Jed Walentases’ Dock 
Street project will increase con- 
gestion and pollution; it will also 
seriously compromise one of the 
most historic waterfront areas in 
the country, if not the world. 

DUMBO, Fulton Ferry Land- 
ing and the Brooklyn Bridge it- 
self are all national, state and city- 
designate dlandmarksand historic 
districts. The very nature of these 
areas are under significant and 
what could be catastrophic de- 
velopment pressures should Dock 
Street be approved. 

The proposed school, afford- 
able housing and “green” building 
are all laudable features, but they 
have become the distraction over 
significant and permanent zon- 
ing changes to a fragile area. 

The DNA is not opposed to a 
building being constructed at Dock 
Street, and absolutely supports a 


school or affordable housing at the 
site. What we are opposed to is a 
very tall building that will cast sig- 
nificant shadows on the surround- 
ing blocks; eliminate the view of 
the Manhattan Bridge from the 
Brooklyn Bridge walkway; and 
forever change the Brooklyn wa- 
terfront and skyline. 

Sheryl Buchholtz, DUMBO 

The writer is president of the 
DUMBO Neighborhood 

She says ‘nay’ 

To the editor, 

I am annoyed by your recent 
story regarding my neighborhood 
(“Stableton?!” Dec. 27). When we 
organized “Stable Brooklyn” in 
response to out-of-scale develop- 
ment in 2005 , we were setting up 
a Web site and we needed a do- 
main name. The pun seemed to 
fit because it reflected our goals 
of trying to stabilize the flux that 
was occurring around us and the 
name also incorporated the sta- 
bles, one of the defining features 
of the area. End of story. 

Your reporter must have felt 
this was not a good enough story, 
so he invented his own, imagin- 
ing that our group was on a re- 


naming quest and that there were 
people in favor and against it, etc. 
That’s a complete fabrication! 

Our group’s energy (and imag- 
ination) has been spent on pur- 
suing things that matter: zoning 
to protect our homes and ensure 
diversity in our neighborhood as 
well as traffic, pedestrian, bicycle, 
and equestrian safety improve- 
ments for residents and visitors 
to the area. 

Our community group’s name 
is a reflection of nothing more. 

Mandy Harris, 
Windsor Terrace 

Editor’s note: The Department of 
City Planning and Councilman Bill 
DeBlasio are using the name “Sta- 
ble Brooklyn” to describe the area to 
whichHarris refers, evidence that our 

‘Silliness’ 

To the editor, 

I am writing to express con- 
cern about a police blotter item 
in the Dec. 13 issue (“Semitic sil- 
liness”). 

I was disturbed by the cap- 
tion, “Semitic silliness,” which 
described two recent bias inci- 
dents in the 84th precinct where 
two Brooklyn Heights residents 
received anti-Semitic notes, one 


of which said, “Kill Jews.” 

Bias incidents are not “silly.” 
Describing bias incidents in this 
manner belittles a serious problem. 
Please train your caption writer to 
be more sensitive in the future. 

S. Small, Brooklyn Heights 

‘Watch’ this! 

To the editor, 

I am writing in reference to 
the article, “90 to watch in ’09” 
(Dec. 27). Specifically, I’d like to 
draw your attention to number 72 
on your list: the Bay Ridge Food 

Asa member of the committee 
helping to make this food co-op a 
reality, I was thrilled to see us in- 
cluded in the article. But I was a 
bit dismayed to see a reference to 
last June about the initiator of the 
first meeting, Murray Gross. 

Mr. Gross is no longer a member 
of the committee, for a number of 
reasons, and has become a bit of a 
polarizing figure as we move for- 
ward in planning this venture. 

I am an avid reader, and hope 
that your readers could have the 
opportunity to follow one of the 
truly exciting news events of 2009, 
the Bay Ridge Food Co-op! 
Michael Emperor, Bay Ridge 


Two-man race for Council 



By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Just-released campaign fi- 
nance filings by the six can- 
didates seeking to represent 
a broad swath of Brownstone 
Brooklyn in the City Coun- 
cil show a shift in momen- 

Josh Skaller, a denizen 
of a reformist Democratic 
clubhouse, raked in the most 
money from by far the largest 
donor pool in the six-month 
fundraising period ending 
Jan. 15 compared to his fel- 
low combatants for the Park 
Slope, Carroll Gardens and 
Cobble Hill seat being va- 
cated by Bill DeBlasio. 

Skaller’s records show he 
raised almost $22,000 from 
213 contributors — not exactly 
Barack Obama numbers, but 
good enough to boost him to 


second behind money leader 
Brad Lander, a Community 
Board 6 member. 

Lander has raised$105, 548 
to Skaller’s $75,788. 

“If you go back and look at 
other races, the money makes 
a big difference,” Skaller said 
to The Brooklyn Paper. 

City spending rules per- 
mit office-seekers to spend 


$161,000 in the primary race 
and another $161,000 during 
the general election. In this 
heavily Democratic district, 
the fiercest fight is to win the 
Dems’ September primary. 
The winner typically coasts 
through the general election 
in November. 

DeBlasio could have run 
for his seat again, thanks to 


Mayor Bloomberg’s success- 
ful bid to extend term lim- 
its. But DeBlasio, one of the 
most outspoken and tall crit- 
ics of the term-limit change, 
opted for the Public Advo- 

The other candidates striv- 
ing to represent the wild 39th 
district are: 

• Bob Zuckerman, execu- 
tive director of the Gowanus 
Canal Conservancy, who has 
raised $43,098. 

• John Heyer, community 
liaison for Borough Presi- 
dent Markowitz, has raised 
$18,080. 

• Gary Reilly, lawyer and 
subway advocate, has raised 
$14,865. 

• Craig Hammerman, dis- 
trict manager of Community 
Board 6 , has not yet filed cam- 
paign finance documents. 


Miss New York to roll 
over the competition! 


H 


: she is, Miss 


That’s right, folks, 
Miss New York — the former 
Miss Brooklyn, Leigh-Tay- 
lor Smith — is going to win 
the coveted tiara on Saturday 
’as Vegas. 


If n 


e again) 


- OK, a t 
against New York, at least 
— has occurred. 

Yes, we’ve been here be- 
fore — 24 times before, to 
be exact, since Vanessa Wil- 
liams became the last Miss 
New York to win it all. 

Our best shot came in 2007 
when the pride of Bay Ridge, 
Bethlene Pancoast, became 
runway roadkill because — 
and on this point, there can 
be no argument — the rest 
of the country hates New 
York. 

It wasn’t Miss Oklahoma’s 
fault that she won that year, I 
suppose. Lauren Nelson was 
the latest in a long line of airy 
blondes with middle-aged- 
lady hairstyles, a talent for 
baton-twirling and vaguely 
Southern accents who have 
hijacked the notion of Amer- 

With the raven-haired, 
tap-dancing, no-nonsense 
Pancoast, it was supposed 
to be different. New York 



THE BROOKLYN/ 

ANGLE 


The lovely Miss New York, and her competition. 


was saying “no” to the beauty ing back with Smith. She’s got 
queen-industrial complex talent! She’s got brains! She 
that drives this, our nation’s prays at the Brooklyn Tab- 
most illustrious pageant. ernacle in Downtown. And 
Unfortunately, the pag- no one pulls off a bikini like 
eant said “no” right back. she does (I’m speaking fig- 
But this year, we’re fight- uratively, alas)! 


Thinkl’mkidding myself? 
Just look at her main com- 
petition! 

Miss Alaska, Stephany 
Jeffers (top): I could forgive 
her platform — “Improv to 
improve” — and I could for- 
give that she shares a pro- 
fession with former beauty 
queen Sarah Palin. And I 
wouldn’t mind that she wants 
to get ahead in life except 
that clearly she wants to get 
a forehead in life. 

Miss Arizona, Erin Nurss 
(center): Her “program” for 
reducing childhood obesity 
is called “Be fit, fueled and 
fabulous.” 

That’s nice, but she looks 
like a contestant on “Real 
Housewives of Tempe,” not 
Miss America. 

Miss Kansas, Emily 
Deaver (bottom): Are they 
joking? She looks like a 
backup singer in a Dolly 
Parton cover band playing 
in Branson, Arkansas. 

Make sure to root for 
Miss New York, Leigh-Tay- 
lor Smith, at 8 pm on TLC. 
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OBAMA... 

Continued from page 1 

Around the comer, the Water Street Restaurant and Lounge 
was also packed, as hundreds of DUMBO residents and 
workers surrounded the projection-screen television and 
bellied up to the bar. 

Toasts were many. 

“People were cheering at the TV screens, they were so 
excited,” said one happy Obama fan. 

On DeKalb Avenue in Fort Greene, where dozens of res- 
taurants and stores were offering “Inauguration” specials, 
there was a sea of celebrants. 

“It was crazy in here all day!” said Chantel Frizzell, a 
waitress and chef at Madiba, a South African eatery at the 
corner of Carlton Avenue, which opened early to handle the 
crowds. “You couldn’t move in the restaurant. People were 
standing everywhere, looking for any space they could. It 
was amazing.” 

The Brooklyn Academy of Music also invited in about 
500 people, projecting the inaugural events on screens in two 
of its movie theaters. Hundreds more were turned away. 

“When I was a young man, I used to think there was a 
group of white men running the country who were not in 
touch with me,” said Raoul Morrison, who watched the 
speech with his young son. “The world doesn’t change over- 
night — but at least it’s on the right foot.” 


THE OBAMA SUPPORTER 

"I felt a tremendous 
amount of pride. It was 
a great speech — short, 
but it encapsulated his 
philosophy. He has so 
much on his plate, and 
I hope he's going to be 
able to execute. This is 
the beginning of a heal- 
ing process. But it's not 
all about Barack. We all 
have to contribute. And 
he gives me hope that it can happen." 

Madeline Green, Fort Greene 



THE McCAIN SUPPORTER 


"It's been a long time 
since someone 1 didn't 
vote for won, but I still 
was very moved by the 
majesty and the gran- 
deur of the event. I don't 
know if any one line will 
be etched in stone like, 
"Ask not what you can 


think he gave s 
very sincere speech. I 
was cheered by the nod he gave to the free market 
and his strong promise to protect and defend the 
Constitution. There were a few things that I wasn't 
crazy about. I can't agree with him on everything, 
but I do hope for his success." 

Eric Miller, former president of the Brownstone 
Republican Club, Brooklyn Heights 



THE WHITE MAN 

"I was listening for 
Obama's 'Agincourt' 
number [a reference 
to a speech in Shake- 
speare's "Henry V"]. 
He knows the routine, 
and for two years, he's 
been running it when 
he wants to get really 
revved up. He got it 
started, and then when 
he got to the last part 
of his speech, it was BAM! I heard it. He got really 
gutsy. When he was running, he said many of the 
same things — it's going to be tough, etc — but 
cautiously. He's insistent now." 

Kenneth Bruffee, English professor, Park Slope 


THE BLACK MAN 

"We have a lot to look 
forward to. I think I've 
always been hopeful 
and inspired, but I think 
it's great to see Ameri- 
ca motivated and more 
hopeful and inspired. 

And the fact that [so 
many] people went out 
and voted this year and 
this was the result is 
what is amazing. I think 
it's hopeful for African-Americans — to have an 
African-American president and a role model for 
the younger generations to look up to." 

Sidney Cherubin, lawyer, Carroll Gardens 


"I've been inspired since 
Barack Obama started 
his campaign, although 
I was a Hillary Clinton 
supporter and enthusi- 
astically so. But it was 
just luck that a man like 
this comes along. His 
speech this afternoon 
showed the balance 
that he's known for, his 
coolness, his integrity 
and what his vision is for America. I think he did it 
superbly. I'm more than hopeful. This day is shared 
by all of us. It's America's promise being realized." 

Marty Markowitz, borough president 


THE OLD POL 





HENKIN... 

Continued from page 1 

he spent a decade laboring on “Matrimony.” 

“Josh is a really easy talker, and he’s very open about the 
process of writing,” said Alice Sandgrun, a psychologist who 
hosted Henkin at her Park Slope home in November. 

Sandgrun’s 20-person group — 19 women in their 50s 
and 60s, plus her husband — also discussed the autobio- 
graphical aspects of “Matrimony,” apparently without up- 
setting the author, who stayed for coffee and cake. 

During his door-to-door publicity campaign, Henkin has 
amassed a 2,600-reader e-mail list. There are 50,000 cop- 
ies of “Matrimony” in print (that’s a lot for a novel by a rel- 
atively unknown author), and it’s still selling well in paper- 
back. But despite the success of the book group strategy, 
don’t expect a crowd-pleasing sequel. 

“I’m writing something totally different,” Henkin said. 
“One nice thing about literary fiction is the aesthetic au- 
tonomy. I separate the work of art from the publicity.” 
Dinner, of course, is another matter entirely. 

To have Joshua Henkin come to your reading group to 
discuss " Matrimony ," visit www.joshuahenkin.com/read- 
inggroups 


Drunk drivers 
are no match 
for this cop 

By Sarah Portlock 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The only people not toasting police 
officer Larry Santiago this week are the 
drunk drivers that he busts. 

Santiago, a two-and-a-half-year NYPD 
vet, was handed the 84th Precinct’s “Cop of 
the Year” award on Tuesday night, a tribute 
to his 24 drunk-driving arrests in 2008. 

That’s nearly one-third of the precinct’s 
DWI collars, said his commanding offi- 
cer, Capt. Mark DiPaolo. 

The number is even more impressive, 
DiPaolo said, because Santiago was of- 
ten called upon to administer drunk-driv- 
ing tests against some drivers’ will. 

“It’s a great expertise to recognize the 
behavior of a drunk driver,” DiPaolo said. 
“This officer has exemplified the diffi- 
culty of recognizing these signs and see- 

Santiago works overnight on the pre- 
cinct’s meanest streets: Tillary Street 
and Flatbush Avenue, veritable speed- 
ways for Manhattan-exiting boozers, 
DiPaolo said. 

How good is Santiago? None other than 
NYPD Co mm issioner Ray Kelly was on 
NYPD Commissioner Ray Kelly stopped by to give 84th Precinct hand to congratulate the officer in the 

officer Larry Santiago his "Cop of the Year" award, which he ~ 

for making 24 arrests of drunk drivers in 2008. 



HEALTH, MIND, 
& BODY 


Now in Park Slope! 



FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 
New! Periodontist (gum specialist) on premises. 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 

(bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) 

■S- (718) 622-8020 ~ 
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Affordable Family Dentistry 

in modern pleasant surroundings 


State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 


Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 

544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 

624-5554 • 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 
ra«® and insurance plans accommodated 


iy jjjIV’lk GENERAL & COSMETIC 

DENTISTRY 


CROWNS 


I N I »TC1 


PORCELAIN VENEERS 

BLEACHING 

DENTURES 


Jack Irwin, d.d.s. 



Gentle care in our ultra-modern office 


• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


• Cosmetic Laminates 
& Bonding 

» Digital Panoramic 

• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DPS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 

357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 
slopede ntal. com • 768-1111 


FAMILY DENTISTRY 

245 Fifth Avenue (between Carroll & Garfield) 


• Fluoride • Secilonts • Cleanings 

• Crowns • Bridges • Dentures 

• Non/Surgical Gum Core 
Adolescent -Adult 


Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 
Dr. Doug Pollack (Bd Cert] 
Pediatric Dentistry 
Hours by Appointment 
Sat. & Eve. Available 
Free Consultation 
24 Hour Phone 


• Insurance Plans Welcomed 789-5700 

www.ParkSlopeFamilyDentislry.com f51 


i 


WE CAN GIVE YOU 
A GREAT SMILE! 


BROOKLYN’S PREMIER IMPLANT 
& COSMETIC DENTAL CENTER 


PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES 



BANKRUPTCY 

ELECTRONIC TAX FILING 

• Medicaid Applications 
■ Family Law • Criminal Law 
• Serious Accidents 


JEROME P. MANDEL 

& Associates 40 years exp. 

(718) 788-6800 

26 Court St. Brooklyn NY 11242 



GET NOTICED 


Call: 718.834.9350 



*FREE CONSULTATION* 
1-888-MD-FAULT 
Daniel P. Miklos, ESQ, 

111 Livingston St. Ste. 110, Brooklyn, NY 11201 



OCCUPATIONAL 
THERAPIST F/T 


CLASSIFIEDS WORK! 



AGE CONTROL LAW AT 121 LIVINGSTON 


I LEGAL NOTICES 

1 

NOTICE OF SALE SUPREME COURT. KINGS COUNTY. NYCTL 1 



5 Van Brunt St., Brooklyn, NY 


Classifieds Work! 

Reach thousands of potential customers 
near your business, 
call 718.834.9350 to advertise 


NATIONAL 

CLASSIFIEDS 

CADNET ADS 




IRSTAX Problem: 


)0 GUARANTEED! Re 


1-877-220-4470. 


ASSEMBLE MAGNETS & CRAFTS 


GUARANTEED! Re. 


id. 888-245-4517. 


PHENTERMINE - ‘ 


Call NOW 1-800-932-4501 


Call NOW 1-800-838-7127 


w, 1-800-795-3579. 


A NEW COMPUTER NOW! Br 
Call NOW 1-800-624-^1 557 


HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA AT 




800-250-2043. 


HOLIDAYGROUP.COM/IFP^ 


NATIONAL 

CLASSIFIEDS 

CLASSIFIED AVENUE 



EDUCATION & TRAINING 


AIRLINES ARE HIRING - T 



ns 1-800-353-8460 



OFFICE CLEANERS 

OPPORTUNITIES. Start today. Part 
Time/Full Time. Night-Day Wkend 
poss. Flex Hrs. $17.00 per Call 1-900- 


Pay $20/hour or $57K/yr. in. 


as. 1-866-497-0989 




y. 1-800-405-7619 ex 


CALL NOW. 1-800-699-71! 


n 1-866-802-8573 




































Real Estate • Merchandise • Employment 


The Brooklyn Classifieds 


January 24, 2009 
Call (718) 834-9350 ext. 109 
BrooklynPaper.com/Classifieds 


HOME IMPROVEMENT 



Martin della Paolera 
ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11217 


MECHANICAL 

Commercial • Residential 

Air Conditioning - Heating - Hot Water Heaters 
Refrigeration - Plumbing - Gas & Oil Heat 
Sheet Metal Ductwork Fabrication 
Preventative Maintenance Contracts 
LIC. ELECTRICAL 


718-241-4846 • 718-241-1918 




g CARPET CLEANING 

10% Off Cleaning! 

Residential & commercial profesional 
wall-to-wall carpet & rug handwashing, 
steam cleaning, & repair services. 
Pickup and delivery available 

BETTER CARPET WAREHOUSE 

443 Atlantic Ave - Boerum Hill Open 7 Days 

718-855-2794 bettercarpetwarehouse.com 


TOP HAT MOVERS “P 


CLASSIFIEDS WORK! 



it's cold 

INSIDE! 

IF YOUR HOUSE: 

• Feels drafty 

• Has varying room temperatures i ■ a a r r:Tl 

• Costs too much to heat or cool 



745-7727 or' 848-5654 







718 646 4540 



GET NOTICED 

Advertise in the 
Brooklyn Paper 






(718) 263-8383 





EVERGREEN TREE 
& SHRUB INC. 



■4777 .,,3 





MOVING YOUR WAY 


Moving co T3331 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718 - 788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


3 


ZAV PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

34/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Residential WWW.Zavplumbing.COm Commer 
Plumbing: Water Heaters, Faucets, Toilets, 


Visit Your KOHLER. 
Registered Showroom 

SOLCO PLUMBING SUPPLY 
1525 70th Street Brooklyn, NY, 11228 
718-259-8010' 


REAL ESTATE 





, - , ] 

fe"jss!narg? 


KINGSVIEW HOMES INC 


Move to a Suburb 
even a New Yorker can love 1 1 

•29 Minutes to NY Penn Station ^ ^ jpw 

for a free information kit or tour. 1 

Sponsored by the Community Coalition. I 




<^L*l 

Specializing in the Purchases and Sales of Residential Properly 

FULTON STREET 

CLINTON HILL 

LUXURY CONDOS 

LUXURY CONDOS 

1-2 Br. from 390K 

Lr. 1-2 Br. from 449K 

Excellent Loc. 

Excellent Loc. 

BOERUM HILL 

PROSPECT PARK 

LUXURY CONDOS 

LUXURY CONDOS 

1-2 Br. from 499K 

1-2 Br. from 339K 

Tax Abated/Low CC 

Tax Abated/Low CC 


4% 


BROKER'S FEE 


254 Flatbush Avenue (between St. Maiks S Prospect PL) 

(71 8) 230-7560 • (71 8) 230-7563 FAX 
Email lNFO@EubiAREAtTY.coM 


REACH THOUSANDS 

OF POTENTIAL CUSTOMERS 
NEAR YOUR BUSINESS. 

ca.. 718 . 834.9350 

To advertise in classifieds 




























